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SURVEY AND COMMENT 


The article on “ Some Interesting Coincidences ” in this num- 
ber of the Journal is an illustration of phenomena which I wish 
members would report if they are familiar with them in sources, 
especially private sources, that make them worthy of record. 
Our problem is not wholly one of collecting evidence for per- 
sonal identity and survival. It includes the much more difficult 
question of ascertaining (1) what the conditions are in a spirituas 
world when proved or rendered probable, and (2) what the pro- 
cess is of communicating regarding it. It is comparatively easy 
to collect incidents which are evidence of something supernormal, 
whether it be telepathy or spirits, but it is not so easy to obtain 
clear evidence of the two things just mentioned. It will require 
the collection and putting on record of many such experiences as 
the article named contains. And these incidents, to have any 
scientific interest, or to illustrate anything anomalous, must be 


| 


252 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


experiences of people who are not familiar with the literature and 
doctrine of spiritualism. Familiarity with these will make the 
phenomena liable to explanation by the subconscious. That ex- 
planation may be very much overworked, as I think it is, and I 
believe that scientific psychologists, as soon as they overcome 
their prejudices about spiritistic theories, will admit what I have 
said. But this contention does not alter the liabilities of the 
case until we know just how much it is overworked. If we knew 
the exact limits of subconscious action we might more easily and 
more successfully decide when it did not explain such things. 
But we know very little about the limits of the subconscious. 
What we do know suggests, if it does not prove, very remark- 
able powers of impersonation and reproduction of memories 
wholly forgotten and unrecognizable. As long as that is the fact 
we must be cautious about discrediting its possibilities. 

But if private people, who have not read the literature of 
spiritualism, frequently have such experiences as are narrated 
about soldiers who have been killed in battle the uniformity of 
the alleged facts will have some interest as evidence, whether we 
regard it as proof or not. It will, at least, constitute a phe- 
nomenon that requires investigation. Members who know of 
similar anomalies and can report them will do the work a service 
by doing so and subjecting them to a searching inquiry. Psycho- 
logical anomalies are as important a part of our work as evidence 
for spirits. Indeed the whole purpose of the Society could be 
defined as that of collecting and recording psychological curiosi- 
ties, some of which are evidence of spirits and some of which are 
not, but which may collectively suggest some ideas of a spiritual 
world or throw light upon the process of communicating with it. 
We shall never obtain adequate understanding of the thing until 
we can say something about these matters, and, as we cannot 
verify the statements alleged in such cases by the testimony of 
the living, we have the very large problem of multiplying them 
through private sources that have not had any normal knowledge 
of such ideas. It will take time and patience to collect data of 
the desired kind. But readers may help us by reporting all in- 
stances of the kind that may have come to their attention, or in- 
stances of any psychological curiosities that may possibly help 
in the solution of the problems which they have so much at heart. 


Survey and Comment. — 


AN INCIDENT OF THE EVIDENTIAL PROBLEM. 


The previous discussion rather tended to minimize the evi- 
dential feature of incidents which could not be verified by living 
testimony. This was done with the primary problem in mind 
which is to prove the existence of spirits and which must be 
proved by evidence of personal identity verifiable by the living. 
But it would be a mistake to leave the impression that nothing 
else can be evidence. In fact, the conception of evidence is a 
variable thing. It depends altogether on the status of present 
beliefs in regard to any question. If materialism were not so 
strong it would require less evidence to overthrow it. Then 
when the existence of spirits has once been established the whole 
evidential problem is altered. We should not require to be so 
rigid in our standards of it. We could more readily accept cer- 
tain alleged facts after proving that theory than before. Once 
displace the criterion of scepticism and it cannot be assumed after 
it has been shown to be inapplicable. Consequently we have a 
right to study any theory in the light of less crucial facts than 
the first demand for testing its sufficiency. For instance, when 
Columbus came before Isabella to assert and to prove that the 
earth was round, he had to be more exacting in the kind and 
amount of evidence for it than he would be in this age which is 
already predisposed to appreciating the kind of facts on which 
he relied. We may well attach value to corroborative incidents 
which would have had no value to Queen Isabella. The mere 
consistency of a large body of facts, each of which would not be 
suggestive, would have their weight. Not merely their con- 
sistency with each other, but their consistency with known facts 
would be an evidential circumstance, where there was nothing 
else to sustain an hypothesis. Indeed in certain conditions we 
have no other test of truth than self-consistency or consistency 
with the known. It is only what is called a negative test for 
truth; that is, a thing is not impossible when it is consistent with 
the known, but that negative test is sufficient when there is 
nothing better to justify tolerance. 
For instance, the fact that the same appearances in the solar 
system would occur under the Copernican system of astronomy 
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as under the Ptolemaic, up to a certain point, is so much proof 
that the Copernican system is possible. The difference at the 
outset was merely that in one system we conceived the motion 
of the sun and in the other the motion of the earth. But when 
the appearance in one system would be the same as in the other, 
the one which had not been accepted on the appearances would 
not be proved, tho just as possible as the other. It was only 
when certain phenomena were observed that were inconsistent 
with the Ptolemaic system and explicable only by the Copernican 
that the case was proved or made preferable on the side of the 
Copernican. Prior to this proof the mere consistency of the 
Copernican system with the superficially observed facts made it 
quite a8 possible as the Ptolemaic. 

It will be the same in all scientific method. Psychic research 
will be no exception. For instance, if it be constantly alleged 
through a long period of time and by a large number of private 
psychics that spirits have illusions and hallucinations which have 
to be overcome as a condition of spiritual progress, the assertion 
will appear quite preposterous to all who think that no such thing 
can occur toa spirit. But the consistency of numerous assertions 
where there is no reason for it in prior normal knowledge has to 
be explained, and when it is clear that believers of the opposite 
have no evidence for their hostility, the case offers possibilities to 
the alleged fact. There is consistence with each other in the 
statements. Then when we observe that the same fact consists 
with what we know of abnormal physical conditions it is all 
the stronger. That is, when the facts consist with things we 
absolutely know in normal life where the conditions approximate 
those under which the assertion is made; namely, disturbed 
physical conditions, we may well suspend judgment against the 
claim until we have investigated. 

This is the position to be taken in such cases as are found in 
the article on “Some Interesting Coincidences.” We cannot 
deny the allegations. We have not sufficient knowledge to do 
that, and what evidence we have in the case points in the one 
direction, no matter how insufficient it may be for proof. The 
facts are consistent with each other where the subjects through 
which the statements came allege that they had no prior ideas of 
the kind, and they are consistent with the fact that any dis- 
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turbance of the normal relation between the body and conscious- 
ness may produce the same kind of hallucinations in the living. 
We may thus tolerate the hypothesis of the fact with the dead 


until we find sufficient evidence to decide the verdict one way © 
or the other. 
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SOME INTERESTING COINCIDENCES. 


BY JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


The following facts represent alleged messages regarding 
the effect of sudden death by violence, such as dying by being 
shot in battle. They have their interest in two facts: (1) In 
the circumstance that they come through private people, and 
(2) in the circumstance that they all profess never to have 
had any such ideas of the case as their messages purport to 
represent it. I received two of them independently and 
then proceeded to get the automatic messages of two others 
to see if they would be the same in character. The records 
must speak for themselves. 

But I must remark that the statements made are not verifi- 
able individually. We cannot prove by living testimony that 
the facts are as asserted. The certification of statements by 
the living is the first demand that must be made upon any 
such deliverances as these, and no other is admissible until we 
can secure a large number of similar instances similarly pro- 
tected against previous ideas of the kind in the literature of 
spiritualism. The doctrine taught or the conditions asserted 
are common stock with the spiritualists, but not everybody 
knows «it, and we require to be assured that the persons 
through whom such statements come have not previously 
been familiar with the views presented. In all these in- 
stances, the people who report their facts assert that the ideas 
are wholly new to them and that they had never heard of 
them before. Of course, we cannot assure readers that the 
ideas were not casually picked up in some stray reading and 
preserved in the subconscious for emergence at the proper 
time, but their denial of all previous knowledge makes it clear 
that they were not consciously influenced by normal beliefs. 
I give first the record of Mrs. Smead, which was made on 
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January 12th, 1915, five months after the beginning of the 
war. Mrs. Smead, as readers may remember, is the wife of 
an orthodox clergyman and so is a private person, not a pro- 
fessional psychic nor a person who has in any way been 
associated with the spiritualists. Whatever she has in com- 
mon with the spiritualists has been due entirely to her own 
mediumship and what she has received through it, not from 
reading of spiritualistic literature, to which she has had no 
access, besides reading very little of anything. 


Mrs. SMEAD’s REcorD. 


January 12th, 1915, 

Billy, 1 am sorry you thought I had lost interest in your work, 
I was away just a little and did not think you were to need me 
as you have been too busy with your earth work so I was away 
I was to stay, I told you it was my turn, I was not to stay away 
but one of the children came and told me you wanted me, they 
do not control, you do it in part. It is always best to request the 
presence of our friends when needed before taking the instrument 
Billy, then we are more likely to understand our presence is 
needed at once., outsiders will not then get a chance to take 
it up. 

I will ask the others and tell you about it, they are all over 
across the water; Oh, Billy, why do they do it? 

It seems to me that God has let the Angel of Death deal with 
the Earth so that all nations can be equal. 

“It is dreadful to see the poor souls sent here, every one must 
help here that can; they are all so busy, you cannot understand 
it; think Billy ; all the poor men coming here, many not conscious 
of being here, to waken and want to go home and find they must 
not, as it would be a greater shock to them, so that they will often 
become unconscious again and they must be carefully guarded. 

Others, think they are still fighting and must be made to un- 
derstand that cannot be done over here and they act so strange 
about it, almost wild; and when they are told they are not of the 
earth now they will not believe it, turmoil everywhere around 
the Earth; then, others realize it and they can easily for a while 
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be sent in care of friends to be cared for and guarded lest they 
return to their earth conditions—why will they continue it— 


Soon after receiving the above I received a letter from Miss 
de Camp. It will be recalled by readers that she was the person 
who purported to be controlled by the deceased Frank R. Stock- 
ton and we verified the fact by taking her to Mrs. Chenoweth 
under strictly test conditions. Cf. Journal Am. S. P. R., Vol. VI., 
pp. 181-265. She also is a private person with no mark of the pro- 
fessional about her. But her story must tell itself. Enough was 
said about her personal life and character in the previous records 
to make any detail unnecessary here. She first wrote to me a 
summary of the facts and said they had been sent to the New 
York World, and I understand that some of them have been no- 
ticed there. But as soon as I received her letter I asked for more 
detail and the original records. ‘These I have since received and 
the following is her own account: 


Miss pE Camp’s AccouNT—THE Facts. 


A story called Brewster’s Bargain was begun by Mr. Frank 
R. Stockton through my hand last spring. Owing to visiting 
and the entertainment of friends at my home during the summer 
months the writing of the story was interrupted. A month’s ill- 

ness followed in September, so it was not until October 12th that 

I was able to take up the pencil again, not having written since 

May. ‘To my utter amazement the letter came, as per enclosed. 

Never having given any thought as to the possible effects of the 

war here on that of the plane of existence of life “ there,” the con- 

tents of this letter was so absolutely surprising to me that I did 

not speak of it to any one. (I refer here to both letters, those 

of the 12th and 13th.) 

It was not until I received a letter from my friend, Mrs. Ar- 
nold, in November, asking me if I was still going on with my 
Stockton work, that I ventured to speak of these letters. I then 
wrote her, telling her of the two letters received and of how sur- 
prising they were to me. In the meantime, before her reply to 
my letter reached me, came this letter from Stockton, written 
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November 22nd. On the day following, November 23rd, came 
her letter in answer to mine, enclosing in her letter a similar mes- 
sage she had received from W. T. Stead, through the Ouija 
Board, and also enclosed a message she had received from Miss 
Estelle Stead from her father, telling much the same story. As 
you see by the date of Miss Stead’s letter to Mrs. Arnold, it was 
mailed two days before I received the first Stockton letter and it 
was no doubt on the steamer at that time. 

The third Stockton letter was written November 22nd, and 
Mrs. Arnold’s letter to me in reply to mine, telling her of the first 
letters, was written on the 23rd of November, so that there was 
no possible way by which I could have known of the Stead mes- 
sages through her Ouija Board and that of his daughter before 
the third Stockton letter came, because my writing was done on 
the morning between 9 and 12, and the one delivery by mail per 
day we have here. It does not arrive until between 12 and 1. 

There was no way by which either of us, Mrs. Arnold, Miss 
Stead, and myself, could have known of the receipt of each of 
these messages: for neither one knew the other one had received 
a message stating these facts until all had compared notes. And 
it is surprising to note how very similar they are as to facts. In 
some instances they are almost identical. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Erra Camp. 
February 23rd, 1915. 


The following are the records of the automatic writing pur- 
porting to be from Frank R. Stockton: 


October 12th, 1914. 
My dear Madame: 


While I am glad you are able to go on with our work togethe1 
again, your not being able to do so for some time has not mat- 
tered as much as it might have because of conditions since our 
last writing. 

Fearful as is war on your plane, few realize the effect of it on 
this. The scenes here are beyond description as thousands of 
souls are hurled unprepared into this condition. They arrive 
hundreds at a time, still suffering from the effects of the battle 
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they believe yet to be in progress. For, not knowing they have 
passed through the change called death, they think they are still 
alive. When they finally realize where they are, confusion of 
mind follows and they become grief stricken over the thought of 
loved ones left at home. And it has taken all of our men, women, 
and children on this plane to comfort and minister to them the 
best we can. 

So my time has been so taken up with this work I have given 
no thought to affairs of my own or to the thinking out of plots 
for my stories. I will try though to arrange things here so we 
can continue our work, if possible. It is hard to get the mind 
back into humorous subjects in the midst of so much suffering, 
and for this reason I will not attempt to go on with the story 
today. I must have time to take up the thread of the story which 
has been completely knocked out of my head by the effects here 
of the frightful calamity which has overtaken our so-called civil- 
ized nations. 

I will come again tomorrow at the usual time and take up the 
work if possible. I must go now, for my time is up. 

FRANK R. StTocKTon. 


October 13th, 1914. 


My dear Madame: 


With my mind so torn by conditions here, I find it hard to get 
my thoughts together for the story or the time for our work. 
The mind is much like a machine which, when started in a cer- 
tain direction, keeps on until something interferes with its run- 
ning gear. And so the disturbed conditions here, since the war 
on your plane, have put a cog in the wheel of my writing machine 
and has sent my mind off in another direction, and so for the time 
being the whole plot of the story we were at work on has escaped 
me. Iam too busy at present ministering to the poor souls ar- 
riving by thousands, through man’s cruel and infernal machinery 
of war, to attempt to go on with our work. And I think, under 
present conditions, it will be best to wait until I am more in the 
mood to write than I am now. In the meantime you could go 
over the story from the first, read it and see what you think of it. 

I will come tomorrow and in the meantime will try and get 
my mind back onto the thread of the story. 
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You can imagine the difficulty for any one, not a war cor- 
respondent, being able to write in the midst of a panic stricken 
crowd. It is impossible to think out or to write light frivolous 
stuff when one is constantly being appealed to to make what little 
effort he can to help the men who think they are not dead realize 
they are. And this is not an easy task because of the fright and 
confusion of mind, owing to the way of their coming. You can 
do what you can in going over the work we have done, not only 
the story we are now writing but the other two you spoke of. I 
will greatly appreciate it if you will look over the spots in Pirates 
Three which need to be polished most. ‘Then later we can put 
it together in book form or serial. 

As my mind is not in shape yet for the work I will stop and 
go where I am greatly needed, and so good morning. 
FRANK R. StocKTon. 


Miss de Camp states in a note that “ Mr. Stockton did write 
the next day only a line to say it was impossible, under the cir- 
cumstances, to attempt to go on with the work. As it is merely 
a repetition of what he has already written I do not include this.” 

The following is the letter of October 15th through automatic 
writing and purporting to come through Miss de Camp: 


October 15th, 1914. 


My dear Madame: 


I shall try to arrange things so that I can be here at the usual 
time and in between times go on with the work of ministering 
comfort to the bewildered and frightened souls who are still pour- 
ing in. At present I do not feel much in the mood for humorous 
work. Still if I can drop for a time all thought of the suffering 
here it will be a relief from all I have been through recently. 

At the moment, with your permission, I will attempt to write 
the rest of the story now incomplete. I refer to the one entitled 
“The Other Side of the Gate,” as it is more suited to my state 
of mind just now than anything in a lighter vein would be. 

[Some question omitted. ] 

Yes, I know we have not gone over it thoroughly as yet and 
there is much to be added to it. So if you will get the MS. and 
read it aloud I will fill out the parts which need padding and re- 
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polish it. And while we are at it we better begin at the begin- 
ning, for while | am in the mood for it I can do better work. 
Because of recent events I am more anxious than ever to make a 
good story of this, for now at this particular time when thousands 
are coming through “the gate” the story will be more apt to 
attract attention. We will now go over it together. 


The next letter by Mr. Stockton is dated November 22nd, and 
states more details about the condition of things. 


November 22nd, 1914. 
My dear Madame: 


With the work in which I am now occupied at present it will 
be impossible for me to go on writing stories of a humorous char- 
acter or in fact any stories whatever. I regret this for many 
reasons, but the more important work here makes it necessary. 

The appalling conditions here due to the equally appalling 
conditions on your plane are beyond description. Thousands of 
shrieking, terrified men thrown suddenly into this condition, mad- 
dened by the confusion and lust of battle, arrive here without 
being conscious of the change, still striking to kill all of the 
enemy in sight. This really brings them to their first realization 
of something strange, that the sabre thrust, the charge of the 
bayonet does not cut, does not wound. We who look on wait 
till this confusion of mind occurs then we strive to quiet, to 
soothe, to show them how useless it is to fight on. This, at first, 
is hard for them to realize, as the battle seems real tothem. But 
we wait until the first confusion of mind begins to serve its pur- 
pose, then we explain what seems impossible for them to believe 
at first, that they have passed from the earth plane to this. -At- 
tempts to pacify them in their grief over leaving loved ones be- 
hind awaken all of our sympathies, for we, too, have only re- 
cently become reconciled to that same sorrow ourselves, and so 
you see how impossible it is to go on with work requiring a 
lighter vein of thought. 


FRANK R. StockKTOon. 


The following is a letter from Miss Stead to Mrs. Arnold, 
dated October 10, 1914: 
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“T have not been having many communications from my 
father since the war. He says the whirl is so tremendous near 
the earth, that to communicate is difficult. He tells me he is 
very busy influencing and helping, and is organizing bands of 
helpers for those thrust so suddenly over from the battle-field. 
As to the outcome of the war, he has no doubt, and of the ulti- 
mate good resulting therefrom, when peace shall reign, and mili- 
tarism shall be a thing of the past.” 


The following is a message through the Ouija Board from W. 
T. Stead to Mrs. Arnold. ‘The date is not mentioned, as only an 
excerpt was copied from the letter: 


We asked William T. Stead to tell us the effect of the present 
war on the next world, with so many arriving suddenly. 

“ When these victims of man’s inhumanity to man arrive, they 
do not realize the change which has come so suddenly, and make 
efforts to keep on with slaying each other. Only when they find 
an effort to destroy is unavailing, do they cease. Then they are 
bewildered and alarmed. When they learn the true matter, they 
are most unhappy, being unfitted for life eternal, and filled with 
anger and hatred, zeal for killing, and violence. 

“When these emotions have subsided, they remember those 
left behind, and sorrow takes possession of them. When this 
state is reached, our ministry begins. We make an effort to ex- 
plain the conditions here, and teach how life may be adjusted. 
With the thousands who have passed in these past months, you 
can see that we have worked diligently, those of us who are fitted 
to instruct. You must pray for the speedy close of this carnage. 
Prayer is of utmost avail in this matter as in all else. Note my 
prediction that war will end sooner than the world thinks pos- 
sible. Peace vibrations fill the ether, and will prevail. You 
must pray daily, and work in harmony with the law of God.” 

This purported message from Mr. Stead was sent to Miss de 
Camp and by her sent to me. But I at once got into communi- 
cation with Mrs. Arnold, some of whose experiences have already 
appeared in the Journal (Vol. VII, pp. 648-658), and in her account 
she gives the date of November 20th, 1914. The account was 
received by me on February 16th, 1915. The following is the 
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report by Mrs. Arnold. She adds also a piece of automatic writ- 
ing by another person that bears on the same subject. A few 
other messages relevant to the subject are included, and may 
pass for what they are worth, as curiously not repeating the same 


detail which is so frequent in things often explained by secondary 
personality. 


MRS. ARNOLD’S ACCOUNT. 


COMMUNICATIONS ON THE EUROPEAN WAR FROM WILLIAM T. 
STEAD, RECEIVED THROUGH THE Out1sA Boarp. 


August 26, 1914. 


Will Mr. Stead give us his views of the European war? 

“War is never justifiable nor excusable. My opinion is that 
this war will be the final one among civilized nations. Murder 
of women and children cannot be overlooked in the twentieth 
century. You will see that nations which work such fiendish 
deeds will be blotted off the map. No ruler who permits these 
atrocities will sit long upon the throne. Peace will prevail ove: 
the world more speedily than is now thought possible. The arm 
of the Lord is outstretched, with the sword of His wrath made 
sharp to smite those who disturb His peace. Pray that war may 
never again rear its poisonous head upon the earth.” 


November 7, 1914. 


We would like to know the effect of the present war on the 
next world, with so many arriving suddenly.. 

“When these victims of man’s inhumanity to man arrive, they 
do not realize the change which has come so suddenly, and make 
efforts to keep on with slaying one another. 

“Only when they find an effort to destroy is unavailing, do 
they cease. Then they are bewildered and alarmed. When they 
learn the true matter, they are most unhappy, being unfitted for 
life eternal, and filled with anger and hatred, zeal for killing, and 
violence. 

“ When these emotions have subsided, they remember those 
left behind, and sorrow takes possession of them. When this 
state is reached, our ministry begins. We make an effort to ex- 
plain the conditions here, and teach how life may be adjusted. 
With the thousands who have passed in these past months, you 
can see that we have worked diligently, those of us who are fitted 
to instruct. You must pray for the speedy close of this carnage. 
Prayer is of utmost avail in this matter, as in all else. 
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“ Nove my prediction that war will end sooner than the world 
thinks possible. Peace vibrations fill the ether, and will prevail. 
You must pray daily, and work in harmony with the law of God.” 


November 20, 1914. 

What will be the outcome of the war? 

“This war, horrible as it is, will eventually work out a new 
and higher order of civilization. Not until the nations know that 
their true strength is not in the weapons of war, but in those of 
peace, will the time of the reign of Christ begin on earth, which 
day will come only when they realize world-wide massacre, such 
as is now in progress, will result only in weakness instead of 
power. 

“The sooner this is impressed on the nations, the sooner will 
universal peace reign. Already the truth is becoming apparent, 
and when the last blow is struck in the present war, a chastened 
Europe will arise from its blood and ashes, to a new realization 
of the beauty of the reign of the Prince of Peace.” 


November 20, 1914. 


Do you find the conditions of communication easier here than 
in Europe? 


“Yes. It is almost impossible to break through the whirl- 
pool of wild and warring vibrations which surcharge the ether. 
Will you give this message to my daughter? I have been unable 
to meet with her as often as I would like. Tell her to hold fast 
the faith which has been committed to her, and to believe firmly 
that all things work together for good. You must keep in touch 
with her work, and encourage her from time to time.” 


Under date of October 10, 1914, Miss Stead writes me— 

“T have not been having many communications from my 
father since the war. He says the whirl is so tremendous near 
the earth, that to communicate is difficult. He tells me he is 
very busy influencing and helping, and is organizing bands of 
helpers for those thrust so suddenly over from the battle-field. 

“ As to the outcome of the war, he has no doubt, and of the 
ultimate good resulting therefrom, when peace shall reign, and 
militarism shall be a thing of the past.” 


(You will note the similarity of our messages to what Miss 
Stead tells us, and also that such words as “ realize” is spelled 
with a “z” in our messages, while Miss Stead spells them with 
an “s,” in English fashion. I suppose that is a trace of our per- 
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sonality cropping out in the transmission. Doubtless Mr. Stead 
would have spelled them as his daughter does, but I send them to 
you just as we received them.) I should add that we were as- 


tounded at the story of those still trying to kill each other, never 
had thought such a thing. 


FrANK R. Stockton THrovucH Miss CAmp, By AUTOMATIC 
WRITING. 


October 22, 1914. 


Miss de Camp, on trying to write for Stockton, was told that 
he would not write stories while the war is in progress. He 
says— 

“Things with us here have been extremely trying to one’s 
heart and sympathies. Thousands of terrified souls arriving, 
bewildered on finding they have passed through the change called 
death, and yet seem so alive, and still suffering from the effects 
of battle. Fearful as it is on your plane, few realize what it is on 
this. The scenes are beyond description as hundreds of souls 
enter at once, unprepared, confused, terrified,—then grief stricken, 
because of the loved ones left behind. It has taken all of us, 
-men, women and children, to minister to, and comfort the best 
we can, and so there has been no time for stories. I have been 
too busy to think of my own affairs. It is hard to get the mind 
back on humorous subjects, in the midst of so much suffering.” 

Miss de Camp tried three times to go on with the writing, but 
each time he wrote that it was impossible at present. 

; After I had sent Miss de Camp our message from Mr. Stead, 
saying that those who passed over in the act of fighting, still kept 
on trying to slay each other, she wrote me as follows: 

Wasn’t it strange that all three of us (herself, Miss Stead, 
and ourselves) should get practically the same message regarding 
the effects of war there? In mine, Stockton mentioned also the 
fact that ‘ coming in, hundreds at a time, they thought they were 
still in battle.’ 

I did not include it when I wrote you, for I thought it could 


not be true. And yet, you see Stead says the same thing. Isn’t 
it interesting? 


Tue FoLtLowinc Was WRITTEN AUTOMATICALLY THROUGH THE 
HaNp oF A Lapy, PRINCIPAL OF AN Episcopal, COLLEGE FOR 
Younc WomEN, NAME I Cannot Give, As 1tT WouLD 
ENDANGER Position. It WAs WriITTEN BY HER HusBAND. 


“ We surely have been busy today. We have been on a very 
sad journey to the many souls very suddenly brought here by the 
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awful war. They are all dazed, and they are now in the hospital, 
poor creatures, so torn with cruel bullets and bayonets, as to be 
almost unrecognizable as men. 

“This is not the work of God, but of the Evil One and his 
ministers. O, the horror is overwhelming! We are all sad; but 
I must not make you sad, my sweet angel, you need joy, not sad- 
ness, and you are so much more in touch with sorrow than sun- 


shine, that I must not come to you with stories of what we are 
seeing all the time.” 


Can you tell me what you do? 

“T go to meet them, and wonderful it is to me, for you know 
how suddenly I came here. (Isn’t this wonderful, that he alludes 
to his sudden death? ‘This is interjected by his wife, in sending 
me the message.) 

“T comfort them with words of hope, and lead. them to the 
hospitals where they are cared for. Some of them are so dazed 
that they have not yet understood where they are. I cannot heal 


their wounds, but there’are those who can, and they will make 
them perfectly well.” 


From A MESSAGE FROM My Moruer To ME. 
Mrs. Harriet M. Coe. 


January 26, 1915. 
Have you had anything to do with the war? 
“ Not directly, but I have helped teach those who had reached 


the stage where they are ready to learn of the conditions in which 
they so suddenly find themselves.” 


Mrs. Mary G. PaLMEr. (AN OLD FRIEND.) 


January 3, 1915. 

“J am here, Nellie. I am well, and studying with Walter. 
(Her son.) What a wonderful place this is, and if it were not 
for this awful war, life would be the most perfect thing one could 
wish. Walter has been helping, but I am not yet fitted to do this 
work. I have not yet gained magnetic power enough to travel 
over long distances. You know I was utterly depleted, and it 
takes some time to regain it. When I do, I shall be able to visit 
other planets and stars. Iam glad you called me.” 


I wrote to Mrs. Arnold to ascertain what her previous know- 
ledge and belief about this subject had been and she replies as fol- 
lows, in a letter dated February 19th, 1915: 
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“T thought I had mentioned our surprise at the things regard- 
ing the war and its effect on the other side. 

“No, I had neither read nor heard any such thing as their en- 
deavoring to destroy each others’ spirit bodies, believing them- 
selves still in the flesh. It seemed incredible at first, until reason 
told me that it is the inner man that feels the rage and hate, and 
that the body is only the instrument of the spirit, as the sword in 
the hand is the instrument of the body.” 

All this only induced me to perform an experiment with an- 
other case on the same subject. It is a case of which I have very 
extensive records of automatic writing and expect to publish an 
elaborate report on some of it in the Proceedings. I sent a num- 
ber of questions to ask the automatic writer and they are em- 
bodied with the record below. The lady is the daughter of an 
intelligent man whose grief at the death of his wife led him to 
seek communication with her and finding he had no other reliable 
source he asked his daughter to try for him. She began her de- 
velopment and it took two or three years to get any evidential 
matter of strong import. I then resolved to try her with a num- 
ber of questions on various subjects and this latter is the record 
that I expect soon to publish. It readily prompted me to try 
questions on the war and its effect on the killed just to see if the 
answers would be the same as those above through other sources. 
The reader may determine whether they are similar or not. 

The lady has never read any spiritualistic literature. She 
said that her only reading on it has been Emerson and Ralph 
Waldo Trine. The former would resent the classification and if 
the latter did not, he would not exhibit in his writings anything 
like ordinary spiritualism. He is rather a poetically sentimental 
writer of the emotional type in his ideas. What she may iiave 
read casually in the papers and forgotten cannot be determined, 
but it is certain that she is not familiar with the literature of 
spiritualism. The following is the record: 


Mr. Goopuvue’s ACCOUNT. 


January 27th, 1915. 
(Shall we write today ) 


Yes, ask of us questions. 
(We have four questions from the Doctor.) 


| 
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(No. 1. What is happening to soldiers killed now on the 
battle-fields of Europe?) 

Yes, well you ask about this awful calamity to human kind. 

Souls arrive to us,—fast as calamity, as fast as great fires, 
great losses, great landslides, earthquakes, tornadoes, and all the 
result of human greed and avarice. 

It is awful to contemplate and yet it is but the mark of the 
beast in mankind, it is the last stronghold of force, the end pre- 
ceding the fall of brute power, yet there is no neglect among us, 
as each soul comes it is quickened or aided or tended as the case 
may be, or sympathised into action, or rested as needed, but most 
of these souls are dazed by the abruptness of their passing and 
are still inspired with the rush of the charge, the horror of the 
situation, or the fear of death; it is horrible to see so many souls 
in turmoil, yet none is forgotten, all are alike with that care that 
is given to all. 

There is even a hospital filled with wounded where those who 
cannot conceive of the passing imagine for themselves a place: 
these imaginations, these quickenings of the spirit for material 
things, the non-realization of the change,—it is curious, and yet 
we number among us many, many souls, some death took sud- 
denly, some frozen with the cold, some injured and dying slowly, 
some ill, some strong, some died so quickly that they cannot 
realize the change and still seek the foe, still engaging in the lust 
of battle while still horrible, and were we not so filled with sym- 
pathy for these suffering ones we would be overcome; again there 
were those who were compelled by duty in spite of desire or judg- 
ment, and to these comes the rest of relaxation from the strug- 
gles: sad it is and sad to see, but part of the overthrow of 
brutalism. 

(No. 2. What do other spirits do in the case?) 

All that can be done, we are here and there as our need is felt, 
working, aiding, sympathising, showing, tending among those 
suffering in every way, among those determined to feel the 
physical torments, among those in spiritual torment, among the 
bewildered, the transformed, men are men with the same nature 
as in life but the transition is so unnatural that bewilderment 
is prevalent. 

(No. 3. Do the same things happen to all the killed ?) 

No indeed! a man’s nature determines its result here, a life 
consecrated to duty is not met with the same bewildered attitude 
as that of a riotous liver: as a man liveth so is he, is true even 
beyond death. 

(No. 4. How are the conditions remedied ) . 

As usual, remember we have an eternity of work in and an 
eternity of past spirits to work, there is nothing beyond the power 
of the Almighty; this horrible transition of men in wholesale 
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murder is not beyond His healing, no soul lacks anything neces- 
sary more than it would in ordinary passing, and no soul is over- 
looked, all is in the hands of God, even the result is not in your 
hands, even the evil is undergoing the sanitation. 

One here calls and says,— 

“Think not that power is with you when you seek it, it is not 
and shall not be, human interests are God’s interests, human 
mistakes must re-act to His work since He is all-powerful and 
all must work for good. Evil unchecked wastes, and evil wastes 
evil, the evil that causes is the origin and cause also of its own 
ruin. 

“Vice is its own destroyer, as good is its own promoter and 
multiplies in its own action; evil seems prevalent yet good is 
coming, must come, purchased at a price of many, many millions 
of suffering souls, and yet when the settlement is finally reached 
these souls which have suffered and endured and starved and 
died and been through torments of hell, will return thanks that 
they were counted worthy to be a part of the end. 

“ Lives sacrificed are not in vain, death does not destroy the 
soul, humanity lays itself upon the altar a sacrifice to the 
destruction of greed.” 

| Note,—Here follows a question asked in behalf of a stranger. ] 

We cannot help you in that matter, little power is given you 
for such work and it is very doubtful that it would come now. 
Harry (a cousin) was close to you and deeply sympathetic with 
your nature, but this extreme case is too vague. One says, “ Teli 
the woman to write to the Dr. and ask his advice.” 

(About the nurses and doctors killed in this war, is the passing 
different from that of the soldier?) 

Yes and no, of course the nurses and doctors are working for 
the cause of humanity in a greater respect than the soldiery, yet 
the soldier as a whole is not fighting for the sake of fighting, but 
because he must, or from a sense of duty; the voluntary offering 
is the difference of attitude, and yet how great is the sacrifice of 
the family man impelled by duty or force to die and leave his kin 
unprotected and suffering. The heroism is not confined to the 
romantic value of nurses. 


(Is it well for this country in this crisis to be prepared for any 
future trouble ?) 

This attitude of your country in this crisis is only sane and 
reasonable, it is a pity that the avarice of business men affords 
the means to these warring nations to continue the desperate 
struggle; as long as the brute idea is fostered it is bound to 
spread and seize upon the nation, but when the idea is the proper 
one of simply protecting in a proper manner its legitimate inter- 
ests and progress, armament is proper and right, but armament 
for conquest, or fostering the greed of individuals, public or pri- 
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vate, or of nations or powers, any party for self-aggrandizement, 
that is evil and must perish, either in the development of the idea 
or later in the result of its ravages. 

(Then better perish clean than stand by brutality.) 

There is no question, the course of your country is stainless, 
and the question of deviation from that course is that which now 
determines the future of your nation. Let the lesson sink in, 
earth holds no conquerors long. 


FEBRUARY 7TH, 1915. 


(Good Day! Shall we write today?) 

Yes, ask. - 

(Very well! we have some more questions from Dr. Hyslop.— 
No. 1. How do spirits go about to correct the illusions of those 
who still go on fighting after death ?) 

A question as to the disposition of those who are in the il- 
lusion. It is like the insanity of earth, to break the strain with- 
out consideration would produce a paralyzing, or telling effect 
upon the subject, so it is generally suggested that victory has 
come and the struggle over, and quiescence descends. 

(No. 2. How long do their illusions or delusions on the mat- 
ter last?) 

According to rationality, a man who is given to self-restraint 
is less affected than one of poor self-control, and in case of il- 
lusion would recover poise much sooner; as this strain of frenzy 
is of so great a nerve strain it cannot continue even on earth 
plane for any length of period, so here, it passes as on earth, 
because it is an illusion of flesh and therefore still subject to the 
laws of flesh; continued frenzy would be impossible for great 
length of time, and when met by spirits with their quiet and terse 
suggestions of peace and discontinuance of strife, the disturbance 
is not so prolonged as on earth. 

(No. 3. Does the murder of an innocent person produce the 
same effect on the innocent party ?) 

Yes, the murder of a soldier by his opponent is like the killing 
of pests of birds or the ravaging hordes of insects that destroy 
the country, it is the same to the patriot, whereas he holds no 
malice towards the victim: he regards him as a menace to his 
country ; the patriot is driven by a certain callousness of thought 
and emotion to accomplish an act that he can see is otherwise 
murder; again there are those who never forget and are actually 
murdering, and murdering knowingly under supervision of the 
army about them, and growing in greater and greater loathing 
of the deed. There is loathing, and disquiet, and duty, and need, 
all about those fighting. One says, “ The innocent case again.” 
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(No. 4. How is it with the murderer himself?) 

Again the same,—question answered; question comes to us 
about this, your medium puzzles and we are at a loss to con- 
strain her. 

When a murder is con- - - -. When the murdered arrives 
in this place stricken by a shot from the foe it is not always the 
same, because you must consider the circumstances of the case 
and the nature of the one murdered, it is not according to his self 
that the results are here, he cannot be forced into an alien action 
by another, even temporary frenzy, he must have made a way 
else the frenzy would not have overcome him, and so with the 
murderer, he could not avoid his considered duty without dis- 
honor although he may have despised such duty, or he may have 
been so over-ridden by the fury of the battle that he may have 
been temporarily out of control; it is always the characteristic 
of man to act as he has trained himself in crises. 

(No. 5. How is it with suicides ?) 

This is another phase of the same question; a man suiciding 
is always convinced in time of the nature of his mistake, and 
regrets that he had not courage to control himself for his ap- 
pointed way rather than to cut himself away from his proper 
course. Asarulea suicide is a coward, it requires much courage 
to face that which is known to be evil, it also requires courage to 
face the unknown, and it is as in other cases, a question of how 
much of the motive was pure and how much cowardice. 

(No. 6. How is it with the insane?) 

When an insane person dies it is with utmost pleasure we 
surround him and secure his better thoughts for permanency, 
there is a peaceful pleasure in aiding one who has so suffered; 
again there are cases where the pleasure is less but the desire 
deeper because of the severity of the task, all these murderers, 
insane, murdered, are attended by those spirits who have them- 
selves experienced [conditions] that render them most sympa- 
thetic to the sufferer; out of evil comes good to them, and they 
are better qualified than others to administer to those who suffer 
in like manner. Evil is permitted that good may come, but it is 
not for man to place the test. 

(No. 7. Is it worse with the suicide than with the insane?) 

One says, Yes in measure, it depends upon the amount of par- 
ticipation that the actual sinning of the victim had in producing 
the result. 

(No. 8. If worse for the suicide, why ?) 

Because the voluntary disposal of the life that is given for 
experiencing in a rational way is abuse of good, and insanity, 
although it also disposes of rational experience, is not deliberately 
wicked ; one is defiance of law, and one is abuse of law. 
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(No. 10. 
fighting?) 
By the cooling of their frenzies, by the natural cessation of 
nerve tension as on earth plane, and by the belief in the ministra- 
tions of the spirits who treat them; and after the cessation of the 
seizure there still comes the need of ministrations from this re- 


active period, since the new knowledge of their change of con- 
dition, and it is solemn and sad.* 


How do soldiers discover their delusions about 


I wrote to the father to have his daughter tell him what her 
previous beliefs had been about this subject and his replies were 
as follows: 

“As you requested I let her know nothing of the purport of 
the questions before she sat down, so she had not considered the 
subject especially, but what considerations were held on the sub- 
ject were undoubtedly influenced by the preceding writings from 
the same source. Other than that her ideas were very indefinite. 

“She says that she could not think that a calamity of even 
that magnitude would be able to put the Almighty out of com- 
mission, consequently supposed that all the dead were cared for 
as in former wars or calamities, but as to how this was done, she 
had but general ideas. . 

“ The claiming that there was a hospital for the wounded was 
unexpected, but thinks that it could hardly be surprising from the 
theory of dominant ideas prevailing after death as before, and the 
teaching of mansions, etc. But this belief or theory was from 
the same source. She had nothing definite to offer before the 
writings began. 

“She says that, after so long an experience, relating to the 
beyond, it is not surprising that she has been influenced by it, 


* The following came from another source, through the Ouija Board, 
but the patties were spiritualists and may be supposed to have been 
familiar with the idea expressed, which gives no detailed account of the 
condition to which allusion is made. 

“Pat wants to stop the bloody war, will you help him? 

(I shall try. Do you wish to say anything more?) 

Yes, we are as you are; we have our work to do, in the way of study, 
and it takes many of those already over to keep those coming all the 
time, and now we are so very busy aiding those who are passing out 


unnaturally. Those killed are in a pitiful condition to grasp their new 
state.” 
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but she claims that nothing was accepted without reason, that 
personally the idea of material in the beyond is repugnant to her, 
but takes it as it comes. 

“ The idea of most of the dead being bewildered seemed likely 
to her, but was not hers originally. The conception that the 
spirits themselves could be nearly overcome by the horror of the 
situation was not hers, and she has not considered it before.” 

We cannot prove beyond question that casual information 
from articles in the papers might give the subconscious material 
enough, apart from natural speculation, to suggest to it a set of 
ideas like those in the records. But I think every intelligent per- 
son knows that ideas of this kind are rarely or not at all seen in 
the newspapers. I never saw one in them in my life and I would 
be supposed to notice them more readily than others. Conse- 
quently, whatever may have been seen casually by any of the re- 
porters would have been a rare circumstance, and their own sur- 
prise, as well as their statements, is evidence that the ideas were 
not familiar ones. ‘The coincidence, then, in the likeness of ideas 
about the effect of sudden death in war is a most interesting one 
and must have its weight, tho these ideas are common property 
among many spiritualists. It will require better evidence to 
verify the statements made, but the messages are confirmed by 
many phenomena which manifest the samé characteristics in 
other psychics and they deserve at least a record for comparison 
with better cases which would have to be obtained with a better 
knowledge of the reading that had been done. 

We have then four private cases where the same ideas have 
been expressed through automatic writing about the state of the 
dead killed in war and the parties claim to have had no previous 
belief or ideas about the subject as expressed. Whether they are 
true or not will depend upon further and similar results, but the 
coincidences already remarked must have their place and weight 
in a collective mass of instances like them. They must go here 
for what they are worth. 


V. 
Mrs. N 


After sending the previous records to press I received the 
following account from a lady well known to Dr. Hodgson in his 


’s REporT. 


| | 
[ 
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life and who has also, been a frequent correspondent with myself 
on her own experiences. She is a private person with connec- 
tions of the best kind, being related to the best families in New 
England, tho not now a resident of that part of the country. I 
have many other records of her experiences which will receive 
due notice in their place. The present are a propos of those which 
have such a timely interest in connection with the war and its 
effects on the spiritual world. 

Before quoting the messages which she obtained on the sub- 
ject of this article I shall give her own statements regarding the 
extent of her knowledge of the subject. Her letter is dated 
March 27th, 1915. 

““] never cared to read much on spiritualism, excepting some 
of Miss Lillian Whiting’s books, Emerson, Whittier, etc. I knew 
and loved Mr. Whittier and felt confidence in all he said or wrote; 
but had a disgust for the word spiritualism, and only tried to find 
a reason for the experiences we had when such a search seemed 
to be necessary for health.” 

I quote the letter on the facts relating to this article. Mrs. 
N.’s husband died after the war began in Europe, and had been 
an invalid with many interesting psychic experiences before his 
death. This narrative begins with one of them. 

“ Mr. N. often spoke on awakening mornings of feeling he had 
been among the battle-fields with a German neighbor, who was 
killed in an automobile accident last summer. This was during 
Mr. N.’s illness. This man told us in communications that it was 
some days, he thought, before he could realize that he had died, 
and that he stayed by the automobile at first, then went to the 
farm (Mr. J. J. Hill’s farm in Minnesota) and began to see how 
badly his family felt because of his death. 

“T said to him: ‘ The beautiful flowers and gardens about you 
in your present life must be a joy to you,’ and he answered: ‘I 
never worked for the beauty of a garden.’ 

“That reply impressed Mr. N., for Mr. Lohr was decidedly 
practical and a hard worker. As to the work among the soldiers, 
I have no special writings on that, only hints here and there. I 
judge by these that much depends upon the mind of the soldier 
and his last thoughts. Some do and some do not realize their 
death, but most all, I should judge, want to come back to tell or 
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to do something that seems most important to them, after the 
helpers have explained their condition to them. 
“Mr. N.’s wish was to be able to help the soldiers, when he 
could leave the body and he has been busy in that way. 
“ Before I went to see Dr. Hodgson, one of our workmen hung 
himself in our blacksmith shop at the ranch. I hardly knew the 
boy, but he had been kind to B [ Mrs. N.’s daughter, who was 
psychic], and she often spoke of seeing him and of his messages 
to her. I never wrote them down, but because of my anxiety on 
this matter I spoke of it to Dr. Hodgson and he told us to ask for 
help for the boy and all would be well. We did and he ceased 
to worry B. Dr. Hodgson may have had some record of this. 
“T have had to suffer or know in some sympathetic way of 
_ most every death, for the past few years, of friends or relatives 
of ours. It might be several days or a week or more before we 
found proof of the event, but my experiences always corresponded 
with the conditions of the one who passed from the body. |] am 
trying hard to overcome this and find an earnest call or prayer 
for help to those in need relieves the painful conditions.” 
These incidents have no other credentials than their own and 
the fact that the lady is an intelligent person who has been a very 
practical woman, having managed the business affairs during her 
husband’s long illness. It is conceivable that casual information 
may have come to her in conversation or reading on the subject 
of such conditions as are alleged regarding the dead, but her 

reading as reported by herself would not readily account for it. 
But we need not claim that the material is evidential. It is not 
the object here to maintain that view, but to remark only the 
coincidence in several private cases regarding the condition of 
the dead that have died a violent death. 


VI. 


Mrs. HANson’s Account. (PsEUDONYM.) 


The following account is also from a private person who 
developed psychic tendencies a few years ago. Her husband is 
a physician of good standing. I have a large record of her experi- 
ences. The present one was the product of a sitting last Decem- 
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ber. I shall not quote the whole of the record, since a part of it 
is not occupied with the immediate subject before us. What I do 
quote begins with an alleged communication from a supposed 
ancient regarding the war, and the references may be interpreted 
in any way the reader pleases. It is clear that some of the com- 
parisons involve ideas and names quite within the compass of 
any subliminal, and they are not given here with any view of 
regarding them as evidence, but merely as a part of the matter 
related to the main topic which concerns the effect of a violent 
death on the victim of it—Editor. 


December 15th, 1914. 

Peace to you my children. Peace and benefits from us on this 
side. 

(Is this the Master here now?) 

Yes lam here. I wish to be heard in quietude. Hearken now, 
I would have you listen to what I am about to say. 

It is long ages since I came to the earth plane but I do not lose 
my interest in what is transpiring. I am very sad to see the wars 
now in progress in the older civilizations, but it may be the re- 
juvenation of an effete civilization. 

It is the monstrous conceit of mortals who fancy themselves God 

Kings. Who fancy themselves made in the image of some God they 
know not. These are the puppets of vainglorious pride. They do 
not realize how far greater were the kings, the Pharoahs of old, the 
noted Persian rulers, the Egyptian Pharoahs and princes of ‘ 
I cannot seem to get the name I wish. Far greater ones ruled long 
before these present kingdoms emerged from chaotic swamp con- 
ditions of early life. Now they are imagining themselves the first 
in importance and sacrificing millions of lives in their vainglorious 
conceit and wicked power worship. 

It will react upon them, but this does not help the poor mortals 
who are laying down their lives innocently and sinking into death, 
sleep without ~~ adequate reason, not knowing why or what has 
come to them. These wretched humans, sacrificed, are unprepared 
and are in much need of help from both sides. I would like to bring 
one to you tonight, one who died by a German spear, a bayonet 
wound in the first month of the war. He fell bravely, but he knew 
nothing of what came over him and he is still asleep. 

(Ask the Master to tell what is to be done.) 

Ask him where he is. 

(Where are you?) 

I am on the field. 
(Are you alone?) 
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I am not alone: what a foolish question, with hundreds about on 
all sides. 


(Were you wounded ?) 

A little scratch, nothing to complain of, a little blood, maybe, but 
what is that to a French soldier. 

(Speak to some of those about you.) 

I am not in the habit of calling to them: we are too busy. 

(Can you see?) 

No, I hear a voice, but I am tired and don’t see well tonight. 
That scratch has given me a headache. 

(Where were you wounded ?) 

It was in my side. It is here now and I feel it. My God, the 
pain is getting awful. 

(Have you ever thought of the hereafter ?) 

I am not in a mood to talk of that when in this pain. 

(But it is something you must think about.) 

Oh, don’t bother me. 

(Have you ever prayed?) 

Sir, I think you are very impertinent. That is my personal 
affair. 

(Has your wound been taken care of ?) 

My wound has been dressed and will be all right tomorrow. 

[Here the pencil dipped itself repeatedly in a glass of water, 
rapping the side of the glass several times first. The writing with 


the wet pencil was very black. This performance occurred several 
times before the writing ended. ] 


(Can you see?) 

I told you I couldn’t see you. My eyes are shut so I cannot. 

(But you must open your eyes and look around.) 

I want to sleep. I don’t wish to look at any more carnage. 

(You will not see any more carnage, if you will look about.) 

I am too tired, oh so tired. (But look.) I pray you leave me 
in peace. 

(You are not on the battle-field any longer.) 

How could I have gotten off the field? You are talking non- 
sense. No. Very good. 

(I tell you a change has occurred. Open your eyes.) 

Oh, Oh, Oh. My eyes are open, but I don’t know you nor any- 
one. 
(Can you see my hand?) Yes. (Can you notice any difference 
between your hand and mine?) 

My hand is too thin. I am not sure if it is my hand. 

(Do you see any one here that you know ?) 

Why no. Noone. Iam sure I don’t know you, sir, or this lady. 

(Do you notice anything strange about your present surround- 
ings ?) 
I can’t make out why it is so quiet, peaceful: the awful noise has 
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ceased and it is so still. 
that sofa. 

(There is room for you here beside me on this sofa.) 

I want you to get up so I can rest there. 

[Mr. H. gets up and takes a chair near by.] 

Thank you, sir. I didn’t mean to be discourteous, but I am so 
weary. 
(Let me hold your hand.) 

That is kind of you. 

(How does it seem to you here?) 

It seems very, very still. 

(Do you know that a change has taken place ?) 

Yes, I realize it, but can’t explain it. 

(Do you realize that you have undergone the change that is called 
death ?) 

[Much excitement.]_ Dieu me protege. Oh what have you said 
to me, sir! 

(No, it is still going on.) [Evidently some statement about the 
war omitted. ] 

Why am I not there? I was not a coward. 

(Because you have undergone the change called death.) 

Where is my body if I am here? 

(Have you looked at yourself ?) 

No, I don’t look at myself. Iam too weary. I think you have 
been most kind, sir, and I do like this sofa. 

(Do you understand what I have told you?) 

I suppose I will have to believe it if you say it is true. 

(You look around.) 

I will look. I never thought of that. I don’t want to see any 
more anguish. I won’t see that. I will put out my eyes first. 

(Open your eyes. Do you see any one here?) 

My God, I see two people. 

(Do you know them?) 

No I don’t know you or this lady who writes so persistently. 

(Do you know you are dead?) 

No, I would be willing to remain dead, if this were all. 

(Have you any relatives who have died ?) 

Yes, my mother died last year. I am glad she died before the 
war. 
(Suppose you lie here quietly and rest awhile.) 
Well, I shall be glad of a respite from talking. 


Oh I am so tired: let me lie down. I want 


I am too weary. 


{Change of Control.] 


(Will the master tell us what next to do?) 
I am here, the Master, to confer with you as to this case. 
(Is there anything more we can do for this soldier ?) 
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No, he was asleep, but you have awakened him. He needs a 
hand now to carry him beyond and I shall go for one he loves. 
(Did we conduct this case rightly ?) 


Yes, this did very well for this case, but his was a tractable case: 
some are more difficult. 


(Will you send for some one for this soldier ?) 

I will send White Eagle for his mother. Meanwhile let us pray. 

[Then follows an interesting prayer much like the Imperator 
prayers in character, tho not in the language familiar to readers of 
Stainton Moses and the Piper Reports. | 


[Change of Control. ] 


{Continuing after the prayer by the Master. | 

White Eagle is back. He has an elderly woman with him. She 
is sobbing with joy. 

(Wake up now, soldier.) 

Huh! I was asleep. Must I be awakened? 

(Yes, look up. Who do you see here now?) 

| Writing shows great excitement.] Oh, toi, ma mere, ma mere, 
ma mere. tu est ici. Toi! Comment cela se fait il? 


[Translation: My mother, thou art here. Thou. How has this 
happened ?] 


(Speak in English.) 
Yes sir, but I want to talk to my mother. 
(How do you feel now?) 


Better. Oh horrible nightmare. That seems far back, put be- 
hind me. It is and I am with my mother. 


{Change of Control. ] 
| White Eagle.| Just let him be with his mother. 
(What next?) 
We will let his mother take him now. He is sensible of the 
change sufficiently for us to complete the work now from this side. 


We thank you for your aid on your side. You have helped one poor 
soul on many, many years. I thank and bless you. Good night. 


As I have already remarked the message from the “ancient ” 
has so much of modern knowledge in it, such part of it as may 
so easily be assigned to the subconscious, that both the language 
and the thought most naturally seems out of relation to anything 
we should most reasonably expect. The reference to Germany 
and the Kaiser is so clear that we should not fail to mark the 
suspicious character of it, not suspicious in respect of fraud, but 
of subliminal influence. Nor is there any way to prove that the 
purported messages from the French soldier have the source 
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alleged. The point is the coincidence of what is said with the 
other and independent records. The process, as the reader may 
observe, is one of awakening the soldier to his situation. That 
is, it represents him as asleep, in a nightmare or “ horrible dream,” 
and this has to be removed before he can become aware of his 
situation. This phenomenon is exactly like what occurs with 
the living in sleep and nightmare, and also in the insane, whether 
from lesion or shock, who are afflicted with hallucinations. The 
soldier’s conversation reminds one exactly of what any one 
can witness in certain types of the insane. Mrs. Hanson is a 
normal woman, save for hysterical tendencies of a very light 
kind which are only superficial because they are an attendant 
of her psychic powers not yet fully developed. 

Mrs. Hanson states that she knew nothing about the ideas 
here expressed except as they came in the message itself. Her 
reading had been mostly in theosophic literature. But we can 
not assure ourselves that she has never casually read or seen 
some statements on the general subject that might give a sug- 
gestion for the subconscious, but the views expressed or implied 
in the communications were new to her as she affirms. The 
interest, therefore, is in their coincidence with the other instances, 
and time alone will tell whether they are to have any real signifi- 
cance for the ideas indicated. 
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FINAL VERIFICATION OF A HITHERTO UN- 
VERIFIED INCIDENT. 


BY JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


In the Preface to Vol. VI of the Proceedings | was able to 
call attention to the face that, long after their publication, as un- 
verified incidents in my first Piper Report,*I had been able to 
verify certain rather important incidents which I had to reject 
at the earlier date. I have just received information from an 
excellent source that an incident in the work of Mrs. Chenoweth 
which I had not been able to verify in connection with my father- 
_ in-law has probabilities which I could not give it in earlier in- 
vestigations. 

My father-in-law died in December, 1906. Soon afterward 
I had a sitting with Mrs. Chenoweth, Starlight controlling, and 
received good evidence that he was present communicating, tho I 
did not get his name. This record was published in Vol. IV of 
the Proceedings, pp. 736-776. Two years later, March 11th, 
1908, tho it is probable that I had purported to hear from him in 
the interim, in the subliminal entrance to the trance there were 
indications from names and incidents that he or some one in the 
family was trying to communicate. The name Almira, which I 
did not recognize, came, and then the following: 


There is a little toy vessel, like a little ship. It is a glass globe 
with one of these little ships in it, you know. 
( Yes.) 


And it seems to be familiar to these people, as tho it were an 
ornament that they know about. It belongs somewhere there. 

( Yes.) 

I suppose it is brought from somewhere and they always kept it. 
That is what it looks like—like a ship on the waves. 

( Yes.) 


It is in color, you know, because I can see some. You have seen 
glass ships havn’t you? 
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(Yes.) [I don’t know why I gave this answer.] 
Were they blown by glass people? 
( Yes.) 

Well, it is more like that, but whether it is in the globe, as you 
sometimes see things, in a glass, or whether it is a little thing in it, 
with a globe over it, I don’t know. I see it as a shape with a globe 
over it. Aint that funny? 

( Yes.) 


I could not ascertain any meaning whatever at the time about 
this incident. No one among the surviving relatives of the 
family near or remote could throw any light upon it. 

On April 6th, 1911, a long message began with the name Car- 
rie, which I recognized as having a possible meaning, just to keep 
the communicator at work, but the subsequent names and inci- 
dents I could not verify and were certainly not connected with 
the person I had in mind. The whole passage remained wholly 
an enigma to me. Later events explained them very clearly. 

On October 11th, 1911, in the subliminal entrance into the 
trance, there came the following spontaneously : 


Who is the woman ? 
(Can you tell?) 
Yes, I feel just as if I were dying. 1 am not ailing, but the 
woman is. Shall I tell what I see? 

( Yes.) 

1 see a woman above medium height, light complexion, blue 
eyes, plain, but not old fashioned, and a good looking woman. She 
is so interested to come, but she does not know how to come and say 
all she wishes. I am a part of this work, but I can’t seem to man- 
age my own expression. Did you ask for any woman to come like 
that ? 

(Not out loud. I do not yet recognize her. If you can tell 
more I may.) 

I feel as if the writing ought to be coming, but I can’t get away 
from her. 

(Let her go on.) 

I saw a glass globe over a glass ornament. It is a peculiar thing. 
I don’t know as I have seen anything like it. Do they make glass 
ornaments and cover them with a globe? 

(1 don’t know.) 

You havn’t one have you? 

( No.) 

It looks like a glass ship. There.is colored glass. I feel better 
now I have spoken of it. 
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While the description of the woman fits my wife exactly in all 
its details, tho | would not emphasize her good looks, I did not 
suspect its reference to her at the time and I would not have sus- 
pected it but for the sequel. ‘The allusion to the glass globed 
ship, however, began to show the connections, and the automatic 
writing began at once with the probable attempt to write the let- 
ter M, the initial of my wife’s name Mary, well enough known at 
this time to Mrs. Chenoweth. I could not regard it as significant, 
especially as the reading was not clear. However, the effort 
broke down to communicate directly and a change of control fol- 
lowed with G. P. and Jennie P. in double control, “ driving tan- 
dem ”’, as the latter called it. The record follows: 


Good morning. Here we are and we are trying to do some of 
the things that will help you on the record of which you spoke yes- 
terday. It was Mary who came and she hoped she might be able to 
get a new adjustment for herself which would help her in her evi- 
dence which is to come in relation to the Carrie. You asked your 
father for Carrie’s name did you not? 

( Yes.) 

And Mary, of course, I refer to Mrs. Hyslop, but we grow rather 
careless about names in our effort to get at once to the real matter. 

(Yes, it was she that referred to the globe of glass, was it?) 

Yes. 

(She or some one referred to it several years ago through this 
light and I was not able to verify it in the family. Did it belong to 
some one else than Carrie ?) 

I think it did, and it was one of those things which glass blowers 
used to produce at exhibitions of their work, and was colored and 
decorated, and rather an intricate piece of work, and I presume left 
an impression on the owner’s mind by its very oddity. 

(Yes, it will be necessary to get the full name of Carrie or the 
owner in order to run down the incident. ) 

Yes, and no one realizes that better than Mary and your father. 
Frequently a spirit unused to communicating will recall some in- 
cident or property which is so far removed that it is almost impos- 
sible to trace it, and they feel they have accomplished a great feat, 
but the communicator who understands his business will get inci- 
dents easily verifiable but entirely out of the line of ordinary life. 

Now this Carrie is not able to do all that we know is necessary 
and we want more time for her, if you can grant it. If not say so. 

(Yes, I can wait and she can be sandwiched in later.) 

That will be better, for a forced communication is often worse 
than useless. It is liable to have some egregious blunder. 
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This association of the name Mary and Carrie, and the refer- 
ence to Mary as that of my wife, led to the identification of the 
Carrie, as a half sister of hers who died in 1877, seven years 
before I met my wife and whose half sister I had never heard of, 
so far as my recollection goes. I then ascertained that there had 
been glass blowers at the Centennial Exposition held in Philadel- 
phia in 1876, the home of my wife. But no one living could recall 
having a glass ship enclosed in a glass globe or remembered see- 
ing one. All that I could learn was that it was possible that such 
things were seen at that time. Carrie died when she was seven 
years of age and if it was a relic in her memory it was one of 
those things that sometimes impress young minds and is remem- 
bered without special interest other than its striking character 
at the time. 

Sut as the completion of matters was postponed I had to wait 
for a later sitting to give me further information. At the time 
of the sitting the name Carrie had no meaning to me, and it was 
only later that I learned what I have stated above. Then on No- 
vember 21st the matter was taken up spontaneously again. It 
was done in the subliminal entrance to the trance. The record 
is as follows: 


I see a schoolroom, and I see two, your lady and a sister in spirit. 
Do you want to hear from her sister. 

(Yes or about her.) 

Yes, what I saw in the schoolroom. Two persons, one your lady, 
one her sister. ‘There is a very close feeling between them. That 
sounds stupid. Some sisters are not very close. You know what I 
mean. Some are like two peas ina pod. I don’t know which went 
first. I rather think the sister went first. Is that so? 

( Yes.) 

What makes me think so is, your wife is a little nearer the ma- 
terial world and the sister is further back in the spirit world, and 
it seems as tho she met her. ‘There is some one trying to get some- 
thing from your wife. She is full of life and lightness, this sister 
is. Do you know anything about Cad? 

(No, go on with it.) 

It sounds like Cad or Caddie. It is a name like that. 

(No, it is a little different.) [Thinking of Carrie, which is the 
name given before in this connection. | 

It is more like that, a pet name or nickname. You are thinking 
of Carrie, arn’t you? 

( Yes.) 
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Some one calls her Cad or Caddie. That might help you. She 
has got more people in life. Do you know that? 

( Yes.) 

They are fond of each other, your wife and Carrie. 

(Where did that glass ship come from?) 

What glass ship? Did I see it once? 

(Yes, in the deep trance.) 

In writing? Ina case was it? 


(Yes, others do not recall it, but if you told where it was ob- 
tained, 1 might be better assured. ) 


I really don’t know about it. I will see what I can do. It isn’t 
one of those things glass blowers have is it? 

( Yes.) 

Do you know any one named David? 

(Living or dead ?) 

Dead, in spirit. 


(No, go on.) [My answer here referred to relatives in my 
wife’s family. | 

I don’t know. I think you are one beyond me now. Does that 
come with that group of people? 

(What, David?) 

No, stop. That doesn’t belong to them. It belonged to some of 
those where they went as if a visiting place. Have I made it plain? 

( Perfectly.) 


In some of the recollections of the past that stood out. 


The reference at the beginning of this long communication to 
a schoolroom has no determinable meaning. But the reference to 
my wife and her sister with the statement, that the sister went 
first, located the incident. My wife’s sister did die first, in fact 
23 years before my wife. I took the reference to Cad or Caddie 
to be a mistake for Carrie, but inquiry showed that it was the pet 
name of the wife of my father-in-law’s partner in business, and 
her daughter was an intimate friend of my wife. The David had 
no meaning to me in this connection, but I ascertained by inquiry 
that it was the name of an intimate friend and partner of my 
father-in-law in business in another city nearly a thousand miles 
from Philadelphia. My father-in-law frequently visited at their 
home. But I did not find the relevance of the allusion to the 
glass ship. The reference to glass blowers was a correct hit, and 
taken with the earlier allusion to the ship as one of those things 
that “ glass blowers used to produce at exhibitions of their work ” 
rather clearly points to the Centennial Exposition, in so far as 
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association with the group of communicators is concerned. It 
does not, however, make clear or even suggest whose memory it 
is and I did not get any nearer the verification of its meaning. 
Indeed, I ascertained nothing that would prove that glass ships 
under globes had been seen at that Exposition, however possible 
it might be. 

But fortunately Mr. Albert J. Edmunds, who is connected 
with the Pennsylvania Historical Society, recently discovered evi- 
dence that glass blown ships were made at the Centennial Expo- 
sition of 1876 in Philadelphia. In a letter dated January 26th, 
1915, he writes me of his recent discovery, having read my note 
in Vol. VI of the Proceedings. 

“As to glass ship in the Centennial of 1876: ‘Ingram, J. S., 
The Centennial Exposition described and illustrated. Philadel- 
phia, 1876, .... 284.’” 

“ Flowers, birds, leaves, fruit, and in fact any object was cut 
upon glass. A lady’s hat, with flowers, a steam engine pumping 
water to a glass fountain are among the articles made on the spot 
by the blower. 

“Therefore, no doubt, that the glass ship-of your 1912 Re- 
port was actually there. Perhaps I may find it yet with more 
research.” 

After sealing his letter he learned from a lady in the Depart- 
ment of Manuscripts in the Library of the Pennsylvania Histori- 
cal Society that “her family had a glass ship spun in the Cen- 
tennial, but it is now gone.” ‘Then before mailing the letter Mr. 
Edmunds discovered a volume which proved that glass ships 
were blown at this Exposition. Mr. Edmunds says: 

“Just arrived. ‘The Glassblower. Vol. III, Boston (1876) 
contains a poem on glass steamboat and also mentions the same 
in a prose article.” 

On telling this incident to a friend in Boston, she remarked 
that she herself had seen a glass ship in a globe as described here. 

One thing is thus decided. There were glass ships blown at 
the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876, a year before 
the death of my wife’s sister. The family lived in Philadelphia 
and were much interested in the Exposition and doubtless enter- 
tained the family at that time, whose head was named David, as 
a very large portion of the American people went to that Ex- 
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position, and these families were intimate and connected in busi- 
ness at the same time. But we have not located the person who 
saw or owned the ship. 

The important thing, however, is that an incident which I 
could not verify for some years turns out to be true, whether it is 
evidential or not. We may suppose that Mrs. Chenoweth might 
have read the book mentioned or might have casually seen it and 
so gotten the idea into her mind. While that is all quite possible 
it has to be entertained in the face of the fact that she could not 
have been more than three or four years of age at the time of the 
Centennial Exposition and neither then nor afterward could have 
had any special interest in the glass globed ship. Besides it was 
not possible that she should have known the names mentioned in 
connection with it and there was no reason for clinging through 
several years to the association of it with my wife and relatives. 
But whether evidential or not, the incident is a good illustration 
that persistent messages of the kind may be accepted as probably 
true in all cases, even tho we have to hunt out a different relation 
or association than the one apparent superficially in the message. 
Dr. Hodgson found this so true that he distrusted the statements 
of the living often when denying the truth or relevance of ar 
incident, and he once said this through Mrs. Chenoweth who 
never knew that it was his opinion. 

Accepting the incident as genuine and evidential it is a good 
one in negation of telepathy as some people try to believe it. The 
complications involved would require that process to read all liv- 
ing minds to find the fact and select it therefrom. That sup- 
position requires infinite credulity to accept it. 

We should note, too, that the subliminal of Mrs. Chenoweth, 
in the communication of October 11th, 1911, refers to the ship 
before any names were given and was itself bewildered as to its 
meaning or relation. I could not have found any clue to the 
matter but for the allusion to my wife later, and then the several 
allusions to the ship became intelligible. But I repeat that the 
chief interest is in the final verification of an incident that had 
not yielded to careful inquiry at the time. 


INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no endorsement is implied, except that it has been furnished 
by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless 
withheld by his own request. 


APPARENT CLAIRVOYANCE. 


The following cases or incidents will explain their own 
meaning. ‘The writer wrote me that he had had unusual ex- 
periences and also mentioned the dowser who afterward cor- 
roborated the experiences of my correspondent, as the present 
record will show. 

The limitation of the boy’s work to finding money sug- 


gested that he was himself hiding the coins, either consciously 
or unconsciously, and then finding them, either consciously 
or unconsciously. It was, therefore, necessary to know the 
facts in more detail than told in the first account. The find- 
ing of the coins on the road or in houses, without their having 
been concealed there by Mr. Smith, would not of itself be 
impressive. We required to know whether it was possible 
for the boy to have hidden them in the several places. Hence 
I required the writer in his accounts to be sure that such a 
thing was not possible. His own experiment in which he 
locked the boy in his, the informant’s own room, in a trance, 
excludes the boy’s action in regard to the concealment of the 
coin, and if he found that clairvoyantly it would not be hard 
to assume the same process for the other instances. The cir- 
cumstances described also rather show that the finding of the 
other coins was not anormal act. All depends, however, on 
the assurance of the informant that the boy had never been 
at the places indicated. The hiding of coins by the informant 
and Mr. Miller, however, shows that the boy could find them 
without having hidden them himself. The consequence is 
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that we have a case worth reporting, and assuming that the 
boy had not hid any of the coins, some of them represent 
knowledge which would not be attributable to telepathy from 
the living. The circumstances under which the bills of money 
were found tend to protect the boy from suspicion, tho we 
might suppose him to have hidden the money in a somnam- 
bulic state when the man did not know anything about him. 
But one or two of the incidents are hard to account for in this 
way, even tho it might be easier to believe this than to believe 
in clairvoyance. The existence of the supernormal, however, 
tends to make the case credible, because such incidents are 
not so exceptional as they once were, but we nevertheless 
require that the evidence be unimpeachable.—J. H. H. 


The Montana State Training School 
for 
Backward Children. 


Boulder, Montana, Feb. 3, 1913. 


James H. Hyslop, LL. D., 
New York City. 


My Dear Sir: 


I will take pleasure in complying with your request of Dec. 24th, 
1912, as regards the case brought to your notice thro the advice of 
Mr. Howard Morrell, of Butte. 

Bantel, B admitted Dec. 7-10. Age9 yrs. Weight 75 tbs 
Hair and eyes dark. Nervous—troubled with insomnia. Appetite 
good—very active. Moral pervert. Language profane and obscene. 
Father a fallen Baptist minister, mother a prostitute in the city 
of London, Eng. 

The child was taken from his own parents when five years of age 
and adopted by a Scotch family, who accepted the boy upon legal 
advice and thro the influence of charitable authorities. 

This legal proceeding and the loss of the child by his own parents 
angered them, and the boy’s own father told the child to “ kill his 
stepfather.” This suggestion became a fixed idea in the boy’s mind 
and dominated his impulses day and night until the child became im- 
bued with homicidal ideas and an uncontrollable desire to slay his 
foster parent. 

He would steal an axe, a gun, a butcher knife or hammer and 
take them to bed with the full intention of killing his foster father. 
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Consequently the child was brought to me, and I was asked to 
give the case psychic treatment. Two days after admission I put 
the boy in a profound state of hypnosis, for thirty minutes. During 
this subjective state I gave the subject suggestions of a “ high moral ” 
standard, also suggestions of “ natural sleep ” at night. 

I continued this treatment for one week, skipped a week, then 
I took the boy and gave him a course in mental calisthenics along 
moral lines, in his normal mental state. Had him repeat daily 
“Thou shalt do no murder,” “ Honor thy father and mother,” “ Thou 
shalt not swear,” the golden rule and the Lord’s prayer. 

After these had been indelibly impressed upon his mind and their 
true significance explained, I again put him in a profound state of 
hypnosis, suggesting the wickedness of his father’s advice “ to kill,” 
and had him repeat “ Thou shalt do no murder,” also the Lord’s 
prayer ’—not forgetting to forcibly impress upon his subjective 
mind that God would punish him, also the civil laws would perhaps 
kill him or imprison him for his natural life if he followed the very 
wicked advice of his own father. 

Again a few days were allowed to elapse without hypnotic treat- 
ment, after which I put him in a state of hypnosis, suggesting a for- 
getfulness of all the wicked advice his father had given him and the 
remembrance of all the good and moral instructions he had received 
and a strong and uncontrollable power to follow the good only and 
never the wicked. 

These several psychic courses of treatment were all that was 
given the child directly but I used indirect influence and saw that 
his everyday environments were compatible with my psychic treat- 
ment. I made him my office boy and won the boy’s love and es- 
teem, never for once forgetting to anticipate such little things that 
would bring happiness into his everyday life while a pupil of the 
school, and teaching him daily all the good he should know. 

He left the school Feb. 4th a transmogrification of his former 
self—a boy mentally, physically, and morally strong. 

After his leaving the school he was re-adopted by his own aunt 
and uncle, and his whole life, since his training at the school, has 
been all that a child of his years and understanding should be. 

In my experience, treating cases thro the medium of psychic 
forces I fully realize the fact that any and all the results are plus 
the environment. No pecuniary compensation would be an induce- 
ment for me to use my psychic powers as a public hypnotist, and I 
never use this spiritual gift outside of my lines of special mental 
training. 

During my years of experience in my particular line of work, ! 
have observed many mental phenomena. At the present time I have 
one boy who possesses most extraordinary powers as a Dowser and 
trance-medium. He is also clairvoyant at times. He has puzzled 
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all the instructors in the school, and is an enigma to the ordinary 
person. 


I trust the one above case may furnish you with some infor- 
mation, most valuable in your scientific research. 
Yours truly, 


T. A. 


Boulder, Mont., Feb. 16, 1913. 
Prof. Hyslop. 


Yours duly received. Should have answered before, but had not 
the time to give it the thought I should. 

I will give you a few instances where I have been with Mr. 
Smith and two of his pupils. 

One boy had an impression of paper flying before his eyes. Mr. 
Smith put him under his control and it developed there was a ten- 
dollar bill under a water course some % mile from the school. Smith 
took several of the teachers in a snowstorm to the place, the attraction 
was so strong that he not only made a dive himself but threw Smith 
into the ditch. The boy dove under the bridge, threw out old weeds, 
snow and débris and in it was the $10.00 bill. This same boy found 
many other pieces of money from 5 cts. to 50 cts. This boy was 
sent to the school as a thief. Since Mr. Smith’s handling of the boy 
he has not been accused of such things. Instead of the boy being 
kept under S.’s care and influence he has been taken from school and 
made to work, with threats from his father “if he don’t quit such 
d foolishness he will shoot him ” (so the boy says). 

This is one boy. The boy he has with him most of the time was 
also accused of thieving. Did not know his letters or the English 
language. Is now a good boy and smart for the privileges he has 
had. 

I was there one day and this boy had an impression. Smith 
put him under the influence. He developed there was a 10 cent 
piece in the road at my place. I took them both in my carriage (to 
test him) and started on the road. (He gave date of coin and 
where it was.) (On the road I drew his attention to meadows and 
the ranches so he would not have his mind on it.) When we passed 
by it he nearly went out of carriage. I looked back and saw a bright 
spot in road. He went directly to it, picked it up, kept it in sight 
until I took it from his hand looked at date. (Just as he said it was.) 

At another time he said there was 25 cts. in road. We took the 
professor and several teachers with us. The Prof. (to be smart) 
started a few feet in advance but he could not find it and passed 
over it. The boy dove into the dirt and took it out. (Date correct.) 

I had an impression there was some money at an old deserted 
cabin. I took my team and drove them to it. Smith put him under 
control he said there was a roll of bills. They were rolled so he 
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could not see the dates. (Which goes to show he sees things in- 
stead of having it suggested to him by unseen forces.) He found 
a $5.00 and three $1.00 bills—$8.00 in all. 

This is what we have actually seen, not hearsay. Still people 
will say they don’t believe it and Smith and I put those things for 
him to find. 

They would trust us and take our word for anything. 

Now about myself and partner. We have the gift of finding 
water and leads of mineral with Spanish needles and forked sticks. 
We are in the mining business, can find all leads and have proved it 
by our work in finding them by tunnels and shafts. We are still 
working on our claims, but it takes work and time to prove our 
theory. My partner when he first began to work with me would 
cramp in his hands and feet so he would have to leave the place and 
let it pass off. 

He can now find leads by walking and even riding over them. 
We had opened up a lead in a tunnel and we thought we would take 
the boy and see if he could distinguish leads. Took him to our 
claim. Mr. S. put him under control. He rolled over towards 
tunnel, had to catch him out of sage brush and he pulled two men 
along to the tunnel, went in 100 feet when he came to lead. They 
had afl they could do to keep him from pressing his face down on 
the rock, said there was gold in white rock about 50 feet deeper. 
We knew where the lead was and this demonstrates that we are on 
the same lines but under different conditions. My partner told a 
friend of ours where to dig for water, how deep, that they would 
find a flat rock 6 in. thick and under that they would find water. 
They dug, found the water just as he told them and he was 30 miles 
from the place. The lady who found the water has just come in 
and I will have her sign this. 

S. Davison. 


We have never failed in proving our theory. I told a mining 
man just how far he would have to go in and cut tunnel before he: 
would find a lead, how far to another lead, how wide, how far to 
another until I told him of several leads. They started tunnel and 
have found things as I told them. They took it down on a paper 
and they said nothing about it until I made them acknowledge it. I 
was 100 miles from the place, never was there. They hated to have 
me tell them more 100 miles from the mine, more than they knew 
themselves, still they are anxious to have me go down. 

This is a long letter and perhaps not interesting to you. That 
was why I wrote you to know what lines you were interested in. 

I am up against it as I know these things to be a fact, but have 
not been able to prove why these facts exist. 

I have the works of the Columbia Scientific Academy, The 
Metropolitan Institute of Science—both of New York, Prof. 
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Knowles’ works, A. Victor Seyno works, The Magazine of Mys- 
teries, but am still in the dark. 

I am trying to investigate the depth and value of ores. We find 
many leads of no commercial value. 

Excuse this long letter, but the subjects are so broad and cover 
so much ground, it is hard to give it in a short letter. Was called 
to "phone. 

Yours very truly, 
J. Henry MILier. 


Boulder, Montana, Feb. 25, 1913. 
Dr. James H. Hyslop, 


New York City, N. Y. 
Dear Sir: 


Your letter of Feb. the 8th arrived in due time but the numerous 
details of my work have prevented me from answering until the pres- 
ent writing. 

I am possessed with psychic powers but I am not a “con- 
trolling spiritual medium.” However, I am an ardent investigator 
of the psychical side of human life. I am strongly Hypnotic and 
Magnetic, and, for some time, I have made some interesting in- 
vestigations along these lines of Occult Science. 

When a child, I used, at times, to think beyond the external side 
of child life. I would often isolate myself from the family circle— 
assume a recumbent posture, and, while in this state of relaxation, 
dream far into the future. After such periods I would disclose my 
mental pictures to parents or other members of the family but was 
chided, ridiculed, and even punished for “ talking nonsense,” as my 
parents termed my intuitions. 

These intuitions were not the result of a “ trance” condition but 
were developed while in a state of semi-waking—a “ twilight sleep ” 
as it were—I being conscious of immediate surroundings at these 
times. 

I have always been strongly intuitive, and, if I follow my in- 
tuitions, I am always successful, but in following advice of others I 
invariably meet with reverses. 

I am involuntarily spontaneously clairvoyant at times, especially 
in meeting persons who are strangers. Sometimes it is their ab- 
normal conditions physically, sometimes morally and sometimes 
mentally. Sometimes it is approaching sickness, accident or death. 

I am magnetic and attract without any effort. My hypnotic and 
magnetic powers, I never profane or prostitute to “ put money in 
my purse.” 

My desire is to use these “ spiritual gifts” for the upbuilding of 
humanity and the bettering of the human species. 
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No sum of money would hire me to go on to the public platform 
and rob persons of their objective senses to make people laugh. 

I only make use of my psychic powers in conjunction with my 
training work, and even then only in a very limited way, for I am 
handicapped by unbelievers and skeptical persons who are utterly 
ignorant of the psychic powers and are ever ready to censure and 
criticise any and all such psychic demonstrations of these forces for 
good. I am the only officer in this triple school who is, at the 
present, interested in psychology, and J am a much misunderstood 
person. 

The school has had a new president within the year. The former 
man was much interested in the study of the occult sciences, and it 
was at his instigation that I took up the case mentioned in my pre- 
vious letter. 

I have not gone into deep consideration or treatment of cases 
this term but I am investigating all cases that give me proofs of 
being psychically endowed. This I am doing privately and for 
my personal enlightenment. 

I most sincerely regret that I am working in environment en- 
tirely at variance with scientific research. 

However, I anticipate taking up this professional line of work 
independently at some time in the near future. 

Perhaps in the light of “A School of Suggestion,’ whereby the 
well-intentioned individual may be scientifically taught to “ seek and 
find ” intelligent responses to all natural aspirations. 

I was prompted to take up the study of elementary psychology, 
and to become an investigator of the occult sciences, because I am, 
and have been from a school boy, the possessor of certain definite 
inclinations which I am determined to gratify along the lines of 
spiritual philosophy, thereby analyzing my own individuality and 
letting the light of my intelligence so shine that it may rightly lead 
others from darkness to light. 

In my dealing with “ the wayward boy,” before mentioned, there 
was an intuition, an inward prompting, “a gentle voice within,” 
which seemed to tell me just what suggestions to give and how to 
give them. This silent voice within was my only spirit control for 
treating the case. This same silent voice leads and guides my own 
individual actions as I before stated. I have been advised by “ con- 
trolling ” and “ seeing” mediums that I am under spiritual control 
and that eventually I will not longer be in objective darkness but 
be brought into subjective light and “ see face to face.” 

If any such a revelation is in store for me, if it develops, I may 
then be able to better analyze myself and explain my methods. 

After the boy left me he was re-adopted by an own uncle and 
aunt, (on which parental side I do not know) but a different family 
from the one he came to the school from. The boy’s own father 
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was living when the suggestion “to kill his adopted father” was 
given. 

As I before stated, I realize that the good results from sug- 
gestions are always plus the environment but anyway my treat- 
ment of the case saved the boy from a trip to the insane asylum. 

Your recent letter concening one J. Henry Miller, 1 will state 
positively that the above-named person and individual is an honor- 
able man and an old resident of this community. He is highly es- 
teemed as a citizen, and his character and veracity have never been 
questioned. He is eccentric along “ prospector ” lines and has dug 
a hole in the side of nearly every mountain around this section of 
Montana and is still an ordinary rancher. The lamp of hope still 
burns brightly in his breast and he expects to “ strike it rich ” some 
day. He claims “ Dowsing” powers, but this assertion I can not 
vouch for as I never witnessed a demonstration of his asserted 
powers. 

He is a friendly neighbor and a frequent visitor at the school 
and it was through his frequent visits to the school that he was 
brought in touch with me and my special work. 

He manifests a great interest in psychic forces and he has wit- 
nessed numerous demonstrations by my pupils. 

The facts he has narrated to you by letter, concerning one of my 
boy pupils, is absolutely correct. 

The boy is all that Mr. Miller has represented him to be and 
“then some” (to use a bit of phraseology). Mr. M. may not have 
expressed himself scientifically correct but he has told you the truth 
in his vernacular. 

I am keeping the boy’s record from the beginning and will con- 
tinue soto do. It is worth the trouble and is most interesting to me. 

In the near future I will give you a detailed account of some of 
his acts. I am sure the case will be interesting to you. I am 
pressed for time so I must desist for the present. I shall consider 
it a privilege to keep you in touch with me and my work. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. A. 


Boulder, Montana, Mar. 14, 1913. 
Dr. James H. Hyslop, 


New York City, N. Y. 
Dear Doctor: 


I am gladly sending you data concerning the boy whose case was 
referred to in my previous communication. 

I have correctly narrated some of his psychic demonstrations, 
and I trust they may help you in your scientific search after truth. 

I have had many interesting cases come under my training, cases 
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which could have been developed along useful lines, but the powers 
that rule would not give me this support. So I simply live up to the 
regulation curriculum, and merely drift. I feel very much as you 
expressed yourself in your previous letter. 

I trust the data may serve you to some good end. With pro- 
fessional regards and my best wishes, I am 

Very sincerely, 
T. A. SMITH. 


Arthur E 


Admitted Oct. 25th, 1909. Weight 71 tbs. Hair light, eyes 
blue. Norwegian parentage. Born in Montana July 24th, 1887. 

Never received any mental training until he was admitted to 
Montana School for Backward Children. Was booked as a back- 
ward child from environment. After his admission he learned well, 
especially by example and comparison. Has mastered the four 
fundamental principles of arithmetic and the multiplication tables up 
to twelves. Reads very well and writes letters correctly. 

He could not say the English alphabet at the time of his admis- 
sion. His general health before coming to school was good. Did 
a man’s work on his father’s ranch. Easy to take cold, which affects 


the circulatory organs and nerves. Is naturally supersensitive and 
nervous. He is courteous, dignified, courageous, active and am-: 
bitious, also industrious. Is a natural mechanic. Since his ad- 
mission he has had his tonsils removed, has also had measles and 
chicken-pox. He is very anxious to learn and takes a great interest 
in both mental and manual training. He has learned the tables of 


66 


“long measure,” “ dry measure,” “ liquid measure ” and “ U. S. cur- 
rency.” Counts money and makes change accurately. 

His father protested against the boy going to school, as he wanted 
him to work on the ranch. It was through legal authority that the 
boy was sent here to be educated and trained. It is also by the 
compulsory education law that we retain the child. 

His father drinks hard, and when “ in his cups ” abuses the mem- 
bers of his family. The boy has marks on his body which the fathe- 
put there in his abnormal mental condition. The child does not 
wish to return to his home. 

Before his admission to the school he had committed some 
strange acts, which booked him as being dishonest. He would steal 
metallic articles, hide them, and never resurrect them afterward ; and 
no punishment, however severe, would induce him to return them 
again. 

Shortly after coming to the school, he took a valuable ring be- 
longing to one of the lady officers. She reported the fact to me, but 
said “ I can not say who took it, as a number of the boys were work- 
ing in that part of the building.” 
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I suspected Arthur as the guilty party, as he was helping with 

the work at that time. So | called the boy to my office, asked him if 
he took the ring. He quickly and honestly replied, “ Yes, sir, I took 
it and hid it.” I asked him why. He quickly replied, “ because it 
bothered me and I could not do my work.” He acknowledged that 
he knew it was wrong, but emphasized the fact that he “ could not 
help it.” At the same time declaring that it “ pulled” him toward 
it. His simple but honest statement gave me a clue and offered the 
suggestion to my mind that the boy was magnetic and that metallic 
substances attracted him with such an effect as to produce an ardent 
desire to possess them. So made up my mind to put him through a 
test, at the same time ordering the boy to go get the ring, return it to 
the lady and then report to me. 

He obeyed my order, at the same time making an apology to the 
party for taking the ring and in tears he promised not to steal any- 
thing more. 

Upon his return to me, I talked seriously, but kindly to him, ad- 
monishing him to always be honest.. After his emotions subsided I 
took him to my private room, gave him a comfortable rocking-chair 
to sit in. I had him face my metronome and instructed him to 
watch the pendulum, and if his eyes got tired and sleepy to let them 
go shut. 

In two minutes he was in a profound state of hypnosis. I laid 

.him upon my bed, had him tell all about himself, and asked him why 
he took such articles and coins. He very quickly replied “I can’t 
help it, for they pull me to them, and bother me so I can’t work or 
even think.” | I asked him why he never slipped them back to their 
proper places sometime. He quickly replied “ I am afraid of being 
whipped.” I then told him he would never be punished for doing 
right, telling the truth, and acknowledging the wrong, also empha- 
sizing the fact that I would never punish him nor allow anyone else 
to do so, if he would only tell me the truth always. 

Now for my first test, I took a silver dollar, slipped from the 
room and hid the coin in a remote part of the building. I returned 
to my room, gave him the suggestion to find the silver dollar which 
was secreted within the building, in the same manner which caused 
him to take things that did not rightfully belong to him. 

Immediately his body shot with great force toward the end of 
the building where the coin was hidden. After relaxing from a state 
of rigidity, he stood up, walked toward the door of my room and 
went rapidly toward the place where the dollar was hidden, found it, 
returned to my room, gave it to me. I tried to get him to keep it, 
which he absolutely refused to do, saying it was not his and that it 
belonged to some one else. 

I laid him upon the bed, gave him the suggestion to walk over to 
the chair, sit down, and when he heard the little bell to the metro- 
neme ring to wake up and be wide awake and feel good. He obeyed 
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my suggestion, and upon hearing the bell he opened his eyes, smiled, 
and said “ That clock made my eyes go shut.” After awaking he 
did not remember what he had done. But in three days afterward 
he told me all about it. 

After this test I watched him carefully and every movement 
convinced me that the boy was surely magnetic and was, at times, 
under the controlling influence of these currents. About three 
months after this, he was reprimanded sharply by the manual train- 
ing teacher for spoiling several pieces of work which was given him 
to do. When asked why he could not keep his mind upon his work, 
he replied, “ Something comes before my eyes and bothers me.” 

I kept watch upon him and I instructed another of the same 
class to watch him. That very day, before leaving the manual train- 
ing room, he took a box of brass trimmings off the shelf and hid 
them. The boy whom I detailed to watch his actions came and told 
me. The next day I inquired how Arthur had done his work, when 
the teacher informed me he had been unusually careful and had 
made good his spoiled work. He never returned the trimmings, but 
after a couple of weeks I went and dug up the box, called him to the 
office, asked him if he knew anything about them. He replied 
frankly, “ Yes, sir, Mr. Smith, I took them out of the manual room 
because they bothered me so I could not do my work as I was in- 
structed ”; further told me “they pulled his hands and arms so he 
spoiled his work.” 

I told him they would not bother him any more and instructed 
him not to misplace another article but if annoyed in any way 
again to come to me and get advice as to what to do. Never, since 
that time, has he removod, stolen or been annoyed in such a manner. 

So much about Arthur’s natural characteristics and idiosyn- 
crasies over which he, at one time, had no control and which caused 
him to be misunderstood and severely punished. 

After studying the boy diligently and by also carefully watching 
him, these attractions began to develop a wonderful power for proper 
and honest uses, and now: the power is no longer the source of a 
misdirected energy and uncontrollable, but is under control and the 
source of happiness and honest pecuniary gain to the boy. 

From time to time I gave him mental tests, and with these tests 
suggestions that he would be attracted by lost or stolen articles, and 
find them and return them to their rightful owners and be rewarded 
for his honesty. 

After a time, when accompanying me on my walks or trips to 
town, he would suddenly be drawn to the ground and invariably 
pick up a coin. Sometimes we would pass over and beyond it, when 
suddenly he would get the attraction, run backwards until he got 
over it, when it would pull him down and he would pick it up. 

These “ finds ” were always pleasing to him, and were becoming 
intensely interesting to me. From the time of his first “ find” until 
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the present writing he has never stolen or misplaced any article, and 
is frank, honest and a very happy boy. 

From this time on he so developed, mentally, morally and 
physically that he soon became a lode-stone of attraction himself 
and is to this day causing people to “ sit up and take notice.” The 
boy, as stated on page 297, was admitted Oct. 25th, 1909, and mental 
development did not really begin to manifest itself until these psychic 
forces were awakened and controlled, which was one year after his 
admission, about the latter part of Oct., 1911. 

In December, 1911, he first began to manifest clairvoyant powers. 
The boy accompanied me to Butte in the above month on a trading 
expedition, which privilege and pleasure were a reward for his 
obedience, honesty and diligent appreciation of his studies. A 
promise I had previously made to him. He never, before, had been 
in a town larger than Boulder, (which is hardly worthy the name) 
and had never seen a building larger than our school. 

While walking along one of the main streets he suddenly stopped 
and said, “ Mr. Smith, please may I step out into the street, I want 
to get something?” I asked what it was. He replied “ A nickel!” 
I first looked sharply, but could see nothing that looked like a nickel. 
I then said, “ yes, you can go get it.” He left the sidewalk, went 
into the street, scratched away a pile of dirt and found the nickel. 

In the evening we attended a performance of “ Madam Sherry.” 
He was much delighted and very happy. Upon our return to the 
hotel, and while he was preparing for bed, he again accosted me and 
asked permission to go down on the street. I asked “ what for?” 
He replied that “about three feet out in the street was a quarter.” 
I replied, “ No, you can get it in the morning.” The next morning 
upon leaving the hotel, he ran out in the street, kicked aside some dirt 
and found a quarter. 

His clairvoyant powers were now becoming very interesting to 
me, and from December, 1911, until the present writing the boy con- 
tinues to develop in every way, and his psychic powers are strongly 
manifested from time to time. 

On Monday, April 15th, 1912, I accepted an invitation from Mr. 
J. Henry Miller to take a ride. I took Arthur along to please him. 
We visited an old deserted cabin, where had once lived an old 
rancher, who had previously died, and whose wife had gone insane 
and is an inmate of some insane asylum in the east. 

We sat down to rest, just at the side of the cabin, (which was 
locked up and doors barricaded with boards). While Mr. Miller 
and I were discanting upon these people’s lives, Arthur said, “ There 
is money under the floor in the front room.” I asked “ What kind ?” 
He replied “ Paper money!” Fortunately two panes of glass, one 
above the other, were broken out of a window in the old kitchen. I 
removed my overcoat, crawled through, taking the boy with me. We 
went to the front room, he stood over a place in the floor, and said 
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“it is right under here.” I tore up a dirty old ingrain carpet at one 
corner, the boy reached arms and shoulders under the carpet, bring- 
ing out an armful of old dirty hay. He threw it upon the floor in 
front of me, and I picked up a roll of bills, consisting of four “ ones ” 
and one “ five.” No doubt but the old lady put it there at one time 
for safe-keeping, but after going insane never remembered anything 
about it. 

On Thursday, May 23, 1912, informed me there was a 50 cent 
piece under a culvert crossing Main St. in Boulder, at north end, 
date 1900. I took him down in the afternoon. He went directly to 
the north end of the culvert, tore out a pack of water-soaked paper 
and leaves, broke it into pieces and found coin as stated with date 
of 1900. : 

Sunday, May 5th, 1912, about eleven this A. M., he informed me 
there was a 50 cent piece, date 1903, lying under boardwalk in front 
of the Episcopal church in Boulder. After dinner I took him down, 
and on the way we met a lady member of the church. She went 
with us. I lifted up one section of the walk, and Arthur picked the 
coin from the dirt, date 1903, as stated. 

Sunday, May 12th, 1912. This morning about eleven the boy 
informed me that “a white house was coming before his eyes.” 
After dinner he became clairvoyant and said “ I see a quarter under 
the steps going up into the little white church with the bell on it. 
(The Methodist.) The date on the quarter is 1899.” After the 
condition passed off he opened his eyes, smiled pleasantly, and asked 
me to take him over to get it. I did so. He reached head and 
shoulders in under the steps and pulled out a double hand-full of 
hard packed dirt, threw it upon the ground, and out rolled the 
quarter of 1899. | 

After our return to the school the boy asked me if he might try 
and see whether or not he could get an idea of what was under the 
ground on the way to Boulder, which so strongly attracted him one 
evening during the winter when we both were going over to the vil- 
lage on an errand, and which, up to this date, had attracted him as 
often as we passed that way. 

I gave my consent to his request. He immediately became clair- 
voyant and said “It is a quatter about one foot under the hard 
ground, but it is so black and rusty I can not see only a figure 4. He 


then became normal, and smiled, saying Gee! we’ll have to take pick 
and shovel to get it. 


That night at ten I took him down, with a pick and spade. The 
night was very dark, it being cloudy. He went directly to the spot, 
loosened the ground with the pick, took out three spadesful of dirt, 
when he pulled out a quarter, very rusty and black. ‘The manual 
teacher accompanied us, and was a witness to this find. We covered 
the hole with the dirt and returned to the school, cleaned the coin 
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and found date 1884. The next day every person passing stopped 
and looked at the place where we excavated. 

The boy has attracted so much attention in this small village that 
the ignorant and skeptical have dared wag their tongues in wise and 
very sharp criticism against this “ Uncanny business,’ as they 
term it. 

Even our board of managers are averse to the manifestations or 
the development of the boy’s supernatural powers. Consequently 
my work with the boy is all on the quiet. 

But I am watching the case with great interest, and I am glean- 
ing a vast amount of psychological knowledge out of this so-called 
“ uncanny business.” 

This will, probably, be the boy’s last year here in the school and 
perhaps my own. ‘Then, in the future 1 may be able to follow the 
case and study it more fully, without interference. There are many 
things that should be done for the boy’s welfare, but my hands are 
tied. I could have had witnesses to every “find” if I had been 
surrounded by persons interested in scientific research. But, un- 
fortunately for my pupil and myself, such is not the case. 

Some two months ago he said “a big sickness is coming to the 
school,” and he pointed out a little girl, and said “ she will die with 
it.” The measles have run as an epidemic through the school and 
last Sunday night (9th) the little girl he mentioned died. He him- 
self was the first one to come down with the lesion over a month ago. 

He also predicted a serious illness for a male teacher in the deaf 
school—the man is now confined to his bed in a precarious condition 
with a heart lesion. 

And yet these people say the boy is not what I think he is, but a 
fakir. They are the ignorant, while the boy and myself realize how 
little they know, and how very thoroughly they know it. 


T. A. SMITH. 


Boulder, Montana, Mar. 26, 1913. 


Dr. James H. Hyslop, 
New York City, New York. 


Dear Doctor: 


Your letter of inquiry concerning my “ clairvoyant boy” is at 
hand, and I take great interest and pleasure in replying to your sev- 
eral questions concerning the truths and facts narrated in my pre- 
vious communication, 

I made the-hypnotic tests in my private room. I mean I put the 
boy under hypnotic influence in my private room at all times when | 
was studying the case from a psychic standpoint. 

It was on one of these occasions that I tested his psychic power 
to find coins that were hidden, the one narrated in my previous let- 
ter to you. 
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The boy did not see me hide the coin, as he was en rapport or 
asleep when I slipped from my room, closed and locked the door, 
going east on a hall for 15 feet, then passing through a set of double 
doors, closing them tightly, passing through another hallway, lead- - 
ing to a schoolroom at the east end of the buildings, I entered the 
door, closed it, and going over to the far side of this room, I de- 
posited the silver dollar in a desk drawer. (I was all alone in these 
actions. ) 

I returned again to my room by same route, closing all doors 
behind me, but not locking them, my own bedroom door I had to un- 
lock, upon my return, as I locked it when I left it to hide the silver 
dollar. 

Upon my return trip I found my subject just as I had left him. 
I took a pen-knife, carbolated the blade point, pricked the boy’s body 
on hands and lower limbs to see whether or not he was insensible 
to pain. He did not feel any pain. I then seated myself beside the 
boy, who was laid out upon my bed, the bed standing with its head 
toward the east, I gave him this suggestion: “ I have hidden a silver 
coin here, within the building ; locate it, give me its name, and then 
go get it and bring it directly to me.” 

After giving this suggestion I watched carefully the develop- 
ments. The subject’s eyelids began to quiver, the eye-balls began 
rolling, in the space of a few seconds his body shot toward the head 
of the bed (east), became perfectly rigid for about three seconds, 
it then relaxed and he said, “ It is a silver dollar, is in the desk in 
the east school room.” He immediately arose, without any assist- 
ance, opened the door to my room, went directly to the school room, 
passing through all the doors, without any assistance, opened the 
desk, brought the coin to me. I waited at the door of my private 
room, did not accompany him. Upon his delivery of the money to 
me he laid himself down upon my bed—all this time his eyes were 
closed. After he laid down I pricked his body again within the 
pelvic region but with no reflex action. After a short time I 
awakened him, asked him where he had been. He quickly replied 
“No where!” I then asked “ What were you doing?” Quickly 
he replied “ Nothing, I was just lying on the bed.” I thereupon 
dismissed him. 

The distance covered from room to room is probably fifty feet, 
his walk was hurried going, but slow returning. 

In the other instances the boy had no possible chance of deceiv- 
ing me, for Ist, I never trusted him away from the grounds alone or 
in company with any person. 

So in these “stunts” he never frequented any of the localities 
alone or in company. 

2nd. The finding of the bills in the old farm house was inde- 
pendent. He was never there before, nor was he out of | the sight 
of Mr. Miller or myself-—the picture just seemed to “ pop ” into his 
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mind. The house is about two miles to the north of the school. 
We had sat down and had been talking about ten minutes ( Miller 
and myself). ‘The boy moved actively around the yard in our sight. 
He came up and said, “ There is money around here, but I can’t get 
it.” He himself, of his own volition, passed into a trance condition. 
In about one minute his body became rigid and he was pulled toward 
the room in the house. After his body relaxed, still in a trance, he 
said, “ Money under floor in front room, bills.” He awakened and 
-_ made the find. Neither he nor myself had ever been there 
before. 

Since these powers have become manifest, I have guarded the 
boy carefully, and never allow anyone else to handle him here, only 
his regular teachers during school hours. Thus he has had no pos- 
sible chance to deceive me. 

I never allow him to carry any money on any occasion. I my- 
self take charge of that, so he has no possible chance to deceive me 
in any way. 

My very strict study of this interesting case has caused no little 
comment in this very ignorant locality. I am willing to make any 
reasonable sacrifice to follow this case. 

It is extremely interesting to me in many ways. I have had 
many others in my institution experience, but I have been hampered 
in my efforts to search out the scientific truth. 

I wish I might meet you, for I can talk better than I can write. 
I may come east this summer; if so, I will try and meet you per- 
sonally. 


I am at your service for information any time. Just ask. Best 
wishes. 


Yours very truly, 


T. A. 


Boulder, Montana, Apr. 10, 1913. 


Dr. James H. Hyslop, 
New York City, N. Y. 
Dear Doctor: 


Since receiving your very recent letter, dated April 2, 1913, “ my 
boy ” has “ pulled off ” another interesting psychological “ stunt.” 

On last Sunday afternoon he accompanied me for a stroll over 
to the foot-hills to the south of the school. 

Upon entering the canodn we followed the river for a short 
distance, when we espied a cabin on the opposite side of the stream. 
The child asked to go over to the cabin and look around. We 
crossed over the bridge, wandered around the premises for about 
five minutes. All of a sudden the boy said, “I feel just like I could 
push that locked door open and go inside.” I asked, “ why do you 
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desire to force your way in there?” He replied, “ Something seems 
to pull me that way.” This was on the east side of the cabin. I 
took him to the north side, where there was a window, the upper sash 
was out of the frame, so I put the boy through this opening while I 
remained on the outside resting my arms upon the lower sash, which 
was intact, and watched for developments. 

The boy crossed opposite the winglow to open a closed door which 
led to the south room. He no sooner placed his hand upon the door 
knob than he was drawn forcibly backward toward the window, and 
thrown with great force upon the floor in front of the window and 
right in ‘front of me. He no sooner touched the floor, when he 
rolled over off his back and exclaimed, “ There is money here.” 

He scratched through an old pile of rubbish, pulled out a wad of 
paper, handed it to me. I pulled it apart and found it to be a five 
dollar bill and a certificate on the bank of Oakland, Cal. Neither 
one of us had ever been on these premises before. This place is 
about three and a half miles south from our school and lies right in 
among the mountains. It is known as “ The Rabey place.” Mrs. 
Rabey, an eccentric old woman, lived there over a year ago. She 
was also a “ dope fiend.” Removed to Butte over a year ago. 

I regret that we were all alone, for I certainly wish for a reliable 


witness to emphasize the truth of this excellent demonstration of my 
boy’s extraordinary power. 


However, I make this statement to you upon my own honor and 
have no other motive in view than to truthfully and sincerely help 
you along your lines of scientific research. 

I have entered this act among my notes, recorded in a book for 
the express purpose of, perhaps, aiding searchers after the truth. 

Yours very truly, 


T. A. SMITH. 


It may be worth remarking that the boy’s attempt to excuse 
or explain his acts by saying “they bother me” or “I can’t help 
it” are indications of the type of automatism which classifies the 
case with obsession or certain forms of mediumship. The pe- 
culiar form which it takes in most cases, the finding of money, 
is in favor of the same interpretation. But allowing that it 


belongs to the clairvoyant type the main point is its affinity with 
obsession.—EDITOoR. 
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BOOK REVIEW. 


Across the Barrier. By H. A, Datias. (Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Truebner and Co., Ltd., Broadway House, Carter Lane, Lon- 
don, 1913). 


This is a book which every one interested in psychic research 
should read. It is as scientifically done as any. critic would require 
who has gone far enough in this subject to know that we can no 
longer raise the questions regarding private people that were once 
raised regarding adventurers. The story of an experience in a 
private family is told by Miss Dallas with a clear perception of its 
pathos and moral influence on those who were comforted by com- 
munication with a child whose death had been a source of much 
grief to the mother. The father, a musician, was a materialist and 
did not believe in a future life. He accepted his family obligations 
in a philosophic manner and wasted no emotions over disappoint- 
ments. The mother had been somewhat psychic all her life, but 
in deference to respectability suppressed any tendencies in that 
direction. But the death of her little child opened the way for a 
more receptive ear to influences from beyond. The child finally was 
able to make it evident that she was trying to prove that she still 
survived, and with the help of Miss Dallas in showing the people 
how they could make their facts evidential, the evidence became 
so forceful that the father was converted, and then the moral 
revolution in his own nature, suppressed by his long adhesion to 
materialism and its heart chilling influences, broke out with remark- 
able force, and we have an illustration of what may occur for all 
who have stoically to keep down interests that lie perhaps at the 
basis of all our natures. The book is worth this feature of it 
alone. Miss Dallas has wisely, I think, included this aspect of the 
problem in this volume, while she sustains the scientific spirit in 
the collection of her data. The incidents are recorded and analyzed 
in such a way that readers will not have to raise any questions but 
the matter of intelligence and trustworthiness of the reporter, and 
those who know the previous work of Miss Dallas will not raise those 
questions. They will simply investigate. The book is a valuable 
contribution to the scientific literature of the subject, as well as an 


illustration of some ethical touches that lie on the borderland of 
this whole subject. 


